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In Christ 


By Barbara Elden Cornet 


I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live.— Gal, 2:20. 
HAT great provision God has made 
In Jesus’ death on Calvary! 
I hung with Him upon the tree, 
And in His tomb I too was laid. 


I rose with Him from out the grave — 
And how shall I who died to sin 2 
Continue still to live therein, 

The vicior living as the slave ? 


At God’s right hand He took His place, 

And while for saints my Saviour pleads, 

My heart for sinners intercedes 

That they might know His saving grace. 


Oh, what a name to me is given— 
A son of God, by second birth ! 

I represent Him on the earth, 

He represents me now in Heaven. 


As Jesus dwells beyond the skies, 
I dwell within this world of strife ; 
And as He lives within my life, 
In Him I’m in the heavenlies ! 


Merciless “Mercy Killings” 


It is never merciful to disobey God. 
Ignorant ard superficial sentimentalists 
are busily working to legalize “mercy kill- 
ings,” so that they may be legally free 
to put to death human beings suffering 
from incurable disease. The notorious Dr. 
Charles Francis Potter, leader of the First 
Humanist Society of New York, has re- 
cently announced the formation of the 
National Society for the Legalization of 
Euthanasia. The word “Euthanasia” is 
from two Greek words meaning dying well, 


or easy death. The mystery of human suf- 
fering is, of course, a staggering one, in- 
comprehensible to our finite minds. But, 
ever since sin entered the human race, it 
is part of God’s all-wise, all-righteous, and 
all-loving plan and purpose for us. He did 
not exempt his only begotten Son, but 
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
exampie, that ye should follow his steps” 
(1 Pet. 2:21). Christ’s sufferings, both 
physical and spiritual, went beyond all suf- 
fering that any human being can know — 
but there was no euthanasia, or “mercy 
killing,” offered for him! And there -are 
many Scriptures declaring that man has 
the obligation and the privilege of suffer- 
ing, — especially that God’s children have. 
One of the rich privileges of knowing 
Christ as Saviour and Lord is to know “the 
fellowship of his sufferings” (Phil. 3: 10). 
And there comes the blessed assurance to 
God’s children not to think “the fiery trial” 


+ 


strange, but to “rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 
4:12, 13). There is not- one vestige of 
Scripture authorizing such a monstrous 
thing as a so-called “mercy killing.” To 
inflict it may be merciless, robbing the suf- 
ferer of a blessing that God can send only 
through suffering. But the taking of hu- 
man life is absolutely forbidden in God's 
Word except in war and in governmental 
punishment for murder. A divine ordinance 
given in Scripture and never repealed is 
God’s plain command: “At the hand of 
every man’s brother will I require the life 
of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed: for in the 
image of God made he man” (Gen. 9:5, 
6). Man’s “mercy” can be tragically mis- 
taken; but it is always safe to trust God’s 
omniscient and infallible mercy. 
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God’s Grace and Our Reluctance 


OST parents and teachers think that 
M if children talk back when they are 

told to do something it is the height 
of impertinence, and supreme evidence that 
there is not complete mastery over the 
child. Therefore, they often get very 
angry with the child and inflict punish- 
ment as soon as tne child utters the first 
word, without waiting to hear what the 
child has to say, or how he is saying it. 

“Back talk” may be sheer impudence; 
it may also be very reasonable and sensible, 
depending on what is said, and how it is 
said. “Back talk” of the right sort is 
generally occasioned by some fear, a sense 
of futility, or a sense of injustice. And if 
it is done in the right way, parents and 
teachers would do well to listen quietly, 
for thereby they will learn many lessons 
which otherwise they must learn too late. 
It will create a better understanding be- 
tween the adult and the child, and most 
illuminating of all, it will enable parents 
and teachers to see themselves as_ their 
children see them. 

There are numerous examples in the 
Bible of such talk. Yes, even to God! The 
Creator permits the created to talk back! 
The Infinite allows the finite to talk back! 
And most amazing of all to us poor humans 
is the fact that God did not become angry. 
He reasoned where reason was necessary, 
and gave reassurance where there was great 
fear to undertake the task imposed. 

In Ananias we have an example of fear 
to do the thing commanded. When the 
Lord told Ananias: “Arise, and- go. into 


the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called 
Saul, of Tarsus,” he answered, even though 
he was told that Saul was praying, “Lord, — 
I haye heard by many of this man, how 
much evil he hath done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem: and here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all that call 
on thy name.” But the Lord reassured him, 
telling him that Saul was a “chosen ves- 
sel.” Ananias was a man of strong faith, 
for with this simple reassurance he went 
his way, as he was told. 

From Gideon we have an expression of 
a sense of inferiority to perform the task 
imposed. When Gideon was told: “Go in 
this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites,” Gideon 
protested. “Oh my Lord, wherewith shall 
I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s 
house.” The Lord reassured him. “Surely 
I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man.” 

But Gideon asked for signs. Gideon was 
a man who wanted to be sure of his ground. 
It does not necessarily imply lack of faith 
in God,—he simply seemed to be stag- 
gered by his commission; and when he 
could be sure that no mistake had been 
made, that he was the one by whom the 
host of Midian, who were like “grass- 
hoppers for multitude,” should be over- 
thrown, he obeyed to the letter. So three 
times he asked for a sign (Judges 6:17, 
36-40). The Lord was not angry. Three 
times he granted the signs requested. 








130 * 


Gideon was given numerous commands 
thereafter, but once he had the assurance 
that it was he and none other who was to 
be the deliverer of the Israelites, he never 
again questioned, nor asked for a sign. 

Jonah was bolder and much more im- 
passioned in his “back talk.” He even be- 
came angry with God, and accusatory. But 
God was very gentle with Jonah. Jonah 
wrestled against the command to go to 
Nineveh. We do not have any record that 
he talked against it, but we do have a rec- 
ord that he acted. He fled from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and went aboard a ship 
that was bound for Tarshish. Then fol- 
lowed the mighty tempest in the sea, the 
casting of lots to find the cause for it, 
the throwing of Jonah overboard, and his 
being swallowed by the whale. In the 
whale’s belly three days and three nights, 
Jonah came to himself. “I will pay that 
that I have vowed.” So when Jonah was 
out upon the dry land again, the Lord spoke 
a second time: “Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee.” This time 
Jonah did not flee. He went a day’s jour- 
ney into the city and warned the people, 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown.” But Nineveh was not over- 
thrown. This was the sorest test for Jonah. 
He had rebelled against going, and then 
when he did perform his duty, the city was 
not destroyed. But the reason for it is 
stated very plainly. The people of Nineveh 
took heed to the warning of Jonah, pro- 
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, the 
symbol of repentance, from the greatest 
even to the least of them. The king sent 
out the decree: “Let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily 
unto God: yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands.” 

But Jonah was very angry. His soul 
was filled with bitterness. His suffering 
for his rebellion seemed so needless and 
unjust. Here he becomes accusatory. “I 
knew that thou art a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness, and repentest thee of the evil.” That’s 
just the reason he had fled to Tarshish, 
he explained. And God did not say, as 
we should so likely be tempted to do, 
“Aren’t you ashamed of yourself, Jonah?” 
He gently asked him a question to ponder 
over: “Doest thou well to be angry?” 
Jonah went out on the east side of the city. 
And God comforted Jonah by preparing a 
gourd, “that it might be a shadow over 
his head, to deliver him from his grief.” 
Next day, however, a worm destroyed the 
gourd, and Jonah was exposed to the burn- 
ing heat of the Assyrian sun, so that in 
extreme distress of body and mind he cried 
out, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
Here again, God was very gentle. “Doest 
thou well to be angry for the gourd?” 
Jonah replied with vehemence, “I do well 
to be angry, even unto death.” But God 
is not angry with Jonah. He gently rea- 
sons with him, using the gourd for illius- 
tration, pointing out the truth to Jonah; 
that if he was grieved at the destruction 
of the gourd, which came up in a night 
and. perished in a night, how infinitely more 
anxious was God to spare that great .city 
of Nineveh, wherein were more than 120,- 
000 infants. 


Although Moses has been described as 
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a meek man he seems to have been the 
most difficult to deal with. First, he had 
a fear for his own ability to bring the Chil- 
dren of Israel out of Egypt. “Who am I, 
that I should go unto Pharaoh, ...” But 
God gave him a sign for reassurance, Then 
Moses raised another objection. “But, be- 
hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my voice: for they will say, The Lord 
hath not appeared unto thee.” In reply to 
this God gave him two miracles which he 
should perform to convince the Children of 
Israel that it was the Lord who sent him. 
But Moses had still another objection: “O 
my Lord, I am not eloquent, ... I am 
slow of speech. and of a slow tongue.” 
The Lord answered this objection: “I will 
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say.” This certainly should have 
been enough. But not for Moses. He per- 
sisted. “O my Lord, send, I. pray thee, by 
the hand or him whom thou wilt send.” 
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Moses now had gone too far. Here the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses. But even yet he granted Moses’ 
request, and sent Aaron to be the spokes- 
man, reiterating the former promise, “I 
will be with thy mouth,” adding to it, “and 
with his mouth, and will teach you what 
ye shall do.” 

These examples. are encouraging. Cer- 
tainly they are proof that “he knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth that we are dust.” 
What child of God has not at some time 
or other been rebellious at his leading? 
But our names are not blotted out of the 
Lamb’s Book of Life because of it. Rather 
do these examples teach us that we can 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, even 
laying our rebelliousness before him. After 
a time, it may be soon or late, the rebellion 
steals away, we come to ourselves, and in 
contrition we say, “Even so, Lord, for so 
it seemed good in thy sight.” 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 








Could Peter Swim? 


I have recently seen the statement that 
Peter, although a fisherman by trade, did 
not know how to swim. 

Is that a safe statement to make? Do 
we have the right to infer from any state- 
ments in the Bible that Peter could not 
swim, or that he could swim? 

When he attempted to walk on the water, 
and his faith grew weak, he began to sink 
and called on Jesus Christ to rescue him. 
It does not seem to me that that neces- 
sarily indicates that Peter could not swim. 
He was in a panic. My physician has told 
me of an incident when, in a sudden and 
dangerous emergency, he asked a Negro 
attendant to get him a certain instrument 
in his office. The Negro was standing, and 
became so frightened at what seemed to be 
the impending death of the patient that he 
sank down on the floor, although perfectly 
able, of course, to walk. 


We read in John 21 that when our risen 
Lord was on the shore, Peter plunged from 
the boat about three hundred feet from 
land, and went to the shore. We do not 
know whethe: he waded or whether he swam 
—at least I don’t. 


I should like to know whether it is safe 
to make a definite statement one way or 
the other.—A college president. 


It seems the height of unwisdom, even 
presumption, to make any such flat state- 
ment as that Peter “did not know how to 
swim.” The Bible does not say so; and 
the fact that Peter, in the later incident 
mentioned. left his fishing boat and plunged 
into the water a long way from land may 
imply that he knew how to swim. 

The Times agrees with the inquirer that 
the incident of Peter’s walking on the 
water miraculously, when the Lord enabled 
him to do this, has no bearing whatsoever 
on the question whether he could or could 
not swim. : 

Many years ago a bit of exceptionally 
sound and valuable advice was given to the 
Editor by a mature Christian friend, Dr. 
Henry W. Frost, who said it had been 
given to him. by the late Dr. William J. 
Erdman, of whom D. L. Moody said that 
he knew the English Bible better than any 


other man in America. The incident is 
repeated here from memory, and is not, 
of course, vouched for as accurate in every 
word, but the point has never been forgot- 
ten. 

Dr. Frost-once asked Dr. Erdman what 
he thought about a certain subject, related 
to Bible truth. Dr. Erdman replied, “The 
Bible does not tell us anything about 
that.” 

“But what do you think about it?” asked 
Dr. Frost. 

“T said the Bible does not touch on it,” 
repeated Dr. Erdman. 

“Yes, I know,” persisted Dr. Frost, “but 
what do you think about it?” 

“I don’t think about it,” answered Dr. 
Erdman. “When I find myself asking some 
question on which I find that the Bible has 
not given us any truth, and when the sub- 
ject is something concerning which only 
God could give us the truth, then I don’t 
let myself think about it at all. It is a 
dangerous thing to start thinking about 
what only God could reveal and what he 
has not revealed.” 

Is not that sound advice for all Chris- 
tians? 

#8 


A CorrEcTION 


THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs regrets an 
error in its statement in Notes on Open 
Letters of January 29 that the Rev. Carlos 
D. Bradley of the North-West Mountain 
Mission, whose valuable article, “The 
Prospector Makes a Rich Strike,” was pub- 
lished in that issue, is a minister of the 
Church of the Nazarene. Mr. Bradley has 
never been a member of that denomination, 
“though,” he writes, “I have highly valued 
friends of many years’ standing among its 
ministers, some of whom are officials of 
large responsibilities. I have a high regard 
for the Fundamentalism and passionate zeal 
for soul-winning of the Nazarene fellow- 
ship.” Mr. Bradley’s denominational rela- 
tionship is with the Churches of God of 
North America, the publishing house of 
which is at Harrisburg, Pa. 
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| the first chapter of Romans 


The awful picture of human hearts reflected in 


Letting Koreans See Their Faces in the Bible Mirror 
By William H. Chisholm, M.D., F.A.C.S. 














66 OW, folks, we're getting along 
N splendidly tonight. We have seen 
that there is a God. His existence 
is testified to by what he has made and by 
this Book, the Bible, which claims to have 
come from him. Now the Bible says that 
something has come in between God and 
us, which explains why it is that we do 
not know him. That ‘something’ is called 
sin.” 

We must make a good beginning here, 
for we know that there will be no realiza- 
tion of the need of a Saviour until there is 
first the sense of sin. 

“Son, is it ever right to lie?” I ask one 
of the boys present at our first service. 

“No, lying is never right. It is wrong,” 
is almost always the reply even from those 
who have never heard the Gospel message. 
It bears out the passage in Romans, that 
the heathen have a law written upon their 
hearts, They have their conscience, which 
accuses them or excuses them. 

“Now, son, did you ever know any per- 
son who had never lied?” I continue. 

“No, I never did,” will be the emphatic 
reply. 

“Do you know all these people here to- 
night?” 

“Yes, I know them all.” 

“Have they all lied?” 

“Ye-e-es,” he hesitatingly replies. 

“Well, now, friends, we do not know 
you. In fact, you are strangers to us. But 
this boy says he knows you all very well, 
that he lives in your community, and the 
unfortunate testimony he gives about you 
is that you are all liars! Of course you 
realize that we are not saying this about 
you. If we did you would be angry, and 
rightly so, as we do not know you. But 
this boy, who knows you so well, makes 
this statement about you. If you feel in- 


sulted or feel that this is an unjust criti? 


cism, take it up with the boy. 
All Liars in Tong San Myun 


“But the strange thing is that this Book, 
which claims to have come from God, which 
you folks have never read and have never 
seen, makes the identical accusation against 
you that this boy has made. Son, what is 
the name of your town?” 

“Tong San Myun,” he answers. 

“That’s it. This Bible says the people of 
Tong San Myun are all liars. Now please 
do not misunderstand. We are not saying 
this, but the Book says it. And it says 
a whole lot more about you folks than this 
boy has said.” And then I read to them 
Romans 1: 21-32. They listen intently. The 
Book is speaking to them, 

“Do you like those words, son? 
they good words or bad words?” 

“They are very bad; I do not like them,” 
will be his reply. 

“But, while you do not like it, that is 
the word picture that God, who made yon- 
der moon, has painted of you people in 
Tong San Myun. Because of the awfulness 
of it, we felt you folks ought to know about 


Are 


It takes tact, courage, and wisdom to 
lead men to see that they are miser- 
able sinners, without making them 
angry. But Dr. Chisholm has often 
done just that with his Korean audi- 
ences. By skillful questioning, quick 
wit, and a careful use of the Scrip- 
tures, he shows the people how they 
look in God’s sight. Then they gladly 
listen to the Good News of the Saviour. 


This is the sixth in a series of ar- 
ticles telling of Dr. Chisholm’s experi- 
ences as a medical missionary in Korea. 
A constant source of sorrow to the 
staff of the In His Name Hospital at 
Syen Chun, of which Dr. Chisholm is 
in charge, is the fact that they must 
turn many patients away because of 
the lack of proper facilities. They are 
especially in need of X-ray therapy ap- 
paratus and other equipment. Thus 
many sick people continue to suffer 
and also lose the opportunity to hear 
the Good News of salvation. Those 
who would like to share in the support 
of this medical and evangelistic work 
may send gifts to Dr. William H. Chis- 
holm in care of The Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 








his picture of you, and that’s why we are 
here tonight.” 

There is no answer fo this. 

“Son, just another question. Are there 
any really good people in your community ?” 

“Yes, there are, one or two of them,” 
he may reply. 

“What do you think about it, Kim?” we 
ask our hospital evangelist. 

“I am sure there is not one in the local- 
ity,” Kim will reply smiling. 

“There seems to be some disagreement 
between you and Kim on this point, son. 
Well, let us see what this Book, the Bible, 
says about it. Please read Romans 3: 
10, 20.” 

Kim reads and the people hear that hum- 
bling, revealing passage for the first time. 

“According to this Word, which claims 
to have come from God, you people here are 
all in a very bad condition.” 

“Cu-ra-sim-ni-da,” is often the remark 
that is made by some one who is listening 
closely to the words of condemnation, as 
Kim goes over them carefully. “Yes, those 
are true words. They tell the truth about 
us.” . ' 


The Book That Came from God 


“Now, friends, let us proceed a little 
farther in this marvelous Book. You can 
readily see that no man would write any 
such Book as this. It presents plenty of 
proof that it has come from God. 

“Over here a little farther it tells about 
a place called Heaven, which God has pre- 
pared for those that love him. It says that 
no sin nor uncleanness can possibly enter 
there. That of course bars you folks from 
going to Heaven. As it says, too, that God 
has had to prepare a prison for all sinners, 
and it says you are sinners, you are of 


necessity headed for another place. Let 
us read just what God says about it so 
that there will be no mistake. In Revela- 
tion 21:8 we read: ‘But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolators, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second death.’ 

“These are terrible words, aren’t they? 
But, you see, if God took sinners into 
Heaven, then Heaven would soon be defiled, 
so he can’t do that. But now, listen. We 
have good news for you. While you are, 
as you admit, sinners, and while you admit 
this picture of sin is a perfect picture of 
your condition, —as it is a perfect picture 
of our condition, — God has provided a way 
whereby he can forgive us all our sins and 
provide for us sinners a perfect righteous- 
ness, ‘ 

“He says that he has provided a right- 
eousness apart from all law, apart from 
anything we do or fail to do, and that is a 
righteousness by faith in his only begotten 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, came from Heaven. 
He bore the penalty for our sins, dying 
in our place upon the cross, and now if we 
believe on him God forgives our sins. 

“You ask how any one man could bear 
the sins of all men? Well, it was this 
way. That one Man is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He came from Heaven.. He was 
absolutely sinless, and, being so, he was 
our substitute. 


Why Could Christ Bear Our Sins? 


“But you wonder just how one Man, even 
though he was perfect, could bear the sins 
of all. It was because that one Man was 
God. For instance, let us compare the 
value of the life of one baby and one fly. 
Which is the most valuable, the life of the 
baby or the life of the fly? The baby, you 
say. All right. Now gather all the flies 
that have ever been and ever will be, and 
compare them with the life of one child; 
which is the most valuable? Still the life. 
of the one child. Yes, you are right. 

“But now compare the life of one indi- 
vidual and the life of God. Which life is 
the most valuable? The life of God, of 
course. Then consider the lives of all men 
who have ever lived or ever will live and 
compare them with the life of God, and 
still the life of God is infinitely more pre- 
cious and valuable. Now when Jesus Christ 
died on the cross, it was God himself who 
gave his life for the sinner. Hence the 
value of his blood, —its efficacy is infinite. 
Yes, the death of God’s Son on the cross 
settled the sin question, put away all sin 
forever for anyone who will put his trust 
in him. And the good news we are here 
to tell you about tonight is that if you will 
believe in God’s Son you will have all this 
sin forgiven and put away, and you will 
be ready for Heaven. Will you accept him 
tonight?” 

(To be concluded) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 

















T THE Paris Exposition in 1937. 
—M. Victor Monod in Le Chris- 
tianisme makes some reflections on 

the Paris Exposition of the year past. 
In this exposition was a Palace of Dis- 
covery through which filed tens of thou- 
sands in the summer. “Its halls were like 
little chapels dedicated to the divinities 
of physics, chemistry, and astronomy. 
Never was the clericalism of a certain 
type of scientism displayed with more 
assurance. No hesitation, no uncertainty, 
everywhere massive affirmations, gilded and 
peremptory statistics. The public, in the 
half-darkness, passed whispering and re- 
spectful before the men and women lec- 
turers, in their white garb. An amusing 
[experiment in] physics was here presented 
in grave and solemn manner. Indeed, to 
discourage any reply from those who might 
be better informed regarding the uncer- 
tainties of modern scientific theories it was 
_ often a phonograph that served up infallible 
oracles.” The whole Palace of Discovery 
was a commentary on the word of Mar- 
cellin Berthelot: “The world is today 
without mysteries.” Its organizers evi- 
dently had forgotten the reply of Dubois- 
Reymond: “Jgnoramus et ignoraminus,— 
We. are and ever will remain ignorant be- 
fore the mystery of things.” 

This pantheon of human victories ignored 
entirely the hard problems that the con- 
duct of man himself imposes. In this palace 
no reference was made to the things of 
the spiritual life. Yet in this domain dis- 
coveries have been made which have altered 
the face of the world as much as the Diessel 
motor. Pascal has his place here as mathe- 
matician and physicist, not as thinker. A 
great gallery was devoted to the history of 
human progress, — but only of the means 
of transportation! Everywhere flashes be- 
fore the eye of the visitor the idea, YOU 
CAN. You can go more and more quickly. 
You can weigh and measure the stars. 
You can photograph the movement of 
atoms. You can break up matter and re- 
organize it in a thousand forms. O Pro- 
metheus, the world is thine! But those 
who oppose to YOU CAN, YOU OUGHT, 
who affirm that man, master of matter, is 
himself subject to God, are not mentioned 
here. No one thought to write on the 
side of the Planetarium the words of Pas- 
cal: “All bodies, firmament, stars, the 
earth, its kingdoms, are less than the spirit 
of man, for he Knows all these and himself, 
but they know nothing. The least move- 
ment of love is of an order infinitely above 
them.” . 


The Dangers of Scientific Discovery. 
—One has but to look abroad on the five 
continents of 10937, with their wars and 
exterminating bombardments, to realize 
that it is not enough to say to man YOU 
CAN in order to bring forth a sound and 
harmonious world. The more powerful man 
is the more he shows himself powerful 
for evil. One understands why some ask 


for a truce of ten years in scientific labo- 
ratories to check the widening gulf between 
the material power of man and his spiritual 
inability to control himself. 

“This fear of seeing the forces of the 
material world become too rapidly and com- 
pletely mastered by man dominates our 
time. The conviction is awakening that 
to know is not always a benefit, and that 
man must see his intelligence submitted to 
the rules of a greater and holier than him- 
self, The story in Genesis, where the primal 
pair are forbidden to touch the tree of 
knowledge lest suffering and sin follow, 
appears suddenly full of wisdom and pres- 
ent pertinence. The words of Pascal take 
on new weight for a generation deceived 
by a one-sided science: 

““Jesus Christ made no inventions. He 
did not reign. But he was humble, patient, 
holy, holy, holy before God, terrible to 





The Bible 


and Palestine 








The Arabs clearly recognize in 
Genesis the Magna Charta for Jew- 
ish settlement in Palestine. Falistin 
is an Arab Christian daily paper. In 
speaking of Mr. Ormsby-Gore, 
Colonial Secretary, it declared his 
appointment “the greatest mistake 
of the Baldwin Government.” The 
reason? “When dealing with mat- 
ters affecting Palestine he cannot 
free himself from the influence of 
the Bible. The British Government 
must forget the Bible when dealing 
with political problems of Palestine 
today. This is, after all, the age of 
the wireless and airplane and not of 
Moses and the prophets.” 

The return of Israel to Palestine 
is as little to Arab taste as the return 
of Christ to earth is to Occidental 
taste. 











demons, without sin. Oh, in what mag- 
nificence did he come, to the eyes of the 
heart and to those who understand wis- 
dom!” 


The Will-o’-the-Wisp.—One hundred 
and fifty years have passed since Schiller 
wrote the Hymn to Joy which Beethoven 
incorporated into the close of the Ninth 
Symphony. It was an ecstatic pzan to the 
brotherhood of man: 

Where thy tender wing is resting 

All men brothers do become ... 

Be embraced, O ye millions, 

In this kiss of all the world. 

What irony the intervening years of 
human history have. brought to his words! 
Nothing daunted, however, by the contrast, 


the American League of Nations Associa- 
tion offered a prize for another hymn, A 
Hymn of. Peace, to be sung to the same 
noble melody. This has been awarded to 
Miss Josephine D. Bacon. It is admirabls 
verse, but fatal prophecy: 

Hail the sun of peace, new rising, 

Hold the war-clouds closer furled: 

Blend your banner, O my brother, 

In the rainbow of the world. 

Sir George Paish is an economist of re- 
pute and former adviser to the British 
Government. Speaking before the London 
Laymen’s Lunch recently he declared that 
the world was sliding rapidly to destruc- 
tion, was on the road that led to distress 
without precedent. Unless affairs were 
radically changed he could see privation 
ahead. Privation must lead to starvation 
and so through revolution and world war 
to final chaos in which no nation could 
hope to escape ruin. His remedy was the 
Golden Rule. What do the rulers of Japan 
and Italy and Russia and Germany and 
other nations care for the Golden Rule! 
The Golden Rule is the standard of regen- 
erated men, not of the world that lieth in 
the evil one. 

The only hope is the promised hope of 
Christ’s return. It is therefore all the 
more astonishing that men should in the 
falling shadows refuse the offered light. 


Lord Melchett on the Division of Pal- 
estine.—The proposal to put Jerusalem 
outside the Jewish state has roused all 
the traditional Jewish love for Jerusalem. 
“Where it heretofore took the capital for 
granted it now feels for it as for a threat- 
ened child. Proposals are on foot to 
strengthen Jewish settlement in Jerusalem, 
to establish a Pro-Jerusalem Society, to 
publish in hundreds of thousands of copies 
a ‘Book of the New Jerusalem’ and to dis- 
tribute it throughout the world in order to 
explain the significance to Jewry of the 
capital.” 

The Jewish chemical king, Lord Mel- 
chett, writes of the proposed division of 
Palestine: 

“One feels as if the one light illuminat- 
ing the darkness which had descended upon 
our people has been reduced to such a 
tiny glimmer as to make the gloom more 
confusing than ever. 

“It has been the saving grace of Israel 
that our people continue to hope, however 
dark the day, and that hope will continue. 
Whatever may be decided now cannot be 
accepted in the heart of Jewry as final and 
irrevocable. It is inconceivable that a line 
drawn with a pen upon a map can ever set 
a barrier between civilized prosperity and 
squalor. 

“It must be a subject for earnest prayer 
that the recent treatment of Palestinian 
Jewry will not prove the tocsin of a new 
and intensified persecution in the Diaspora. 
It will need all our courage, restraint, and 
patience to bear the disappointment which 
we now feel, and we must be ever watchful 
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that our own conduct shall provide no 
excuse for the excesses of our enemies. 

“If it transpires that we must be content 
for the time being with the tiny piece of 
earth’s crust which is now offered us for 
our own, let us at least realize that a 
quarter of a century ago even that would 
have been beyond our dreams. The future 
is a long time and world affairs are not 
static. 

“We can take it to ourselves with pride 
that the miserable outcome of the great 
experiment cannot be laid at our doors. We 
have striven manfully, peacefully, and justly 
for what we believe was our due. We have 
for the time being been deprived by sense- 
less violence of what was our right, but 
we must never forget that it is in the 
nature of things that in the long run right 
triumphs.” 


Reflections on the time in which we 
live have recently been made by J. D. 
Rockefeller in public address. He portrays 
the widespread fear, anxiety, and uncer- 
tainty among all classes in words which 
might be a paraphrase of Christ’s own 
concerning distress of nations and men’s 
hearts failing them because of the things 
coming on the earth. But there he stops. 
Our Lord came to happier conclusion, 
“When these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.” 

But Mr. Rockefeller can only say: 
“What is the answer to the fears and in- 
security and bitterness that dominate the 
world today? Frankly I do not know the 
answer. Moreover, I do not know that 
anybody knows the answer.” 

Then he goes on: “I believe that we 
can yet make this world a worthy and 
beautiful home to live in instead of a place 
to fight and starve in. This is my creed.” 

There is little present indication that 
“we” can do anything of the sort. 

“My creed likewise is based on the con- 
viction that in every human being there 
is a spark of the divine,” continues Mr. 
Rockefeller. When some one in Frederick 
the Great’s presence made similar reflec- 
tions concerning man’s natural goodness, 
Old Fritz broke out with, “Vous ne cOn- 
naissez pas cette race maudite” (“You do 
not know this cursed race”). 


Mr. Rockefeller and Rome.—Mr. 
Rockefeller has invested the huge sum of 
$2,500,000 in the restoration of Rheims 
Cathedral. 

M. Lanctin, preaching the Gospel over 
the air from Moncton, New Brunswick, 
writes that the charges of $5 a half hour 
of previous years has been raised to $18. 
This makes it impossible for him to broad- 
cast, though requested by many to do so. 
This is the sequel of Romanist effort to 
stop Gospel preaching over the radio to 
French Catholics of the maritime Prov- 
inces. 

The report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society speaks of Colporteur Gomez, 
working among the miners of Asturiaz 
(Spain). “He found them generous and 
open-handed, willing to buy the Bible once 
they were convinced that it had nothing to 
do with the priests.” 

In the great church of San Canciano, 
Venice, the Spezia Evangelical Mission 
was publicly charged with sending girls 
of questionable character to the confes- 
sional - boxes- to allure -priests from their 
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faith, This abominable falsehood stirred 
the congregation to great excitement. 

Nevertheless a steady drift away from 
Rome is noticeable. In Austria this con- 
tinues. World Dominion tells us “a first- 
hand authority states that there would have 
been hundreds of thousands abandoning 
Rome but for the repressive measures by 
the Catholic clergy and state officials.” 
This repression will end some day. Dr. 
Rahard, the converted Trappist monk now 
rector of the Church of the Redeemer, 
Montreal, has received about 7,000 French 
Canadian Catholics into the evangelical 
faith, This represents 1,500 families. Of 
this great number not more than ten fam- 
ilies have gone back. Most of these, he 
assures us, have not lapsed completely, as 
every now and then they attend his church. 
At present he has a class of 250 who are 
being prepared for confirmation. 





A Christian 
Queen in Africa 








Khama, the Paramount Chief of 
the Bamangwatos of South Africa, 
was an African Christian king. His 
wife, Queen Semane, has just died, 
and in the South African Outlook is 
this tribute to her: 


“Wherever there was sorrow or 
sickness or joy, among blacks or 
whites, Semane was there. The se- 
cret of her life was “hid with Christ 
in God.’ She began the day with 
prayer and ended it with prayer. She 
was a pillar of strength to the native 
church at Serowe, superintendent of 
a large Sunday school, head of a 
teacher’s preparation class, and presi- 
dentof the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. 


“Some years ago Semane began 
something which has developed into 
a great movement. In the evenings 
she gathered the children of her 
kgotla together to tell them Bible 
stories and taught them passages of 
Scripture and hymns. This was 
called ‘Instruction.’ Women evan- 
gelists and deaconesses in the town 
followed her example,—and today 
practically all the children in Serowe 
are taught in this way, children who 
would not be touched otherwise by 
school or church. ‘Instruction’ has 
spread throughout the Monwato Re- 
serve and will be an everlasting 
memorial to her.” 











A Message from Dr. Rahard.—Dr. Ra- 
hard reports that there are more than two 
hundred ex-priests in Montreal, married 
and settled down as good citizens. There 
is much persecution of those who come 
to him from Rome, intimidation on death 
beds in hospitals, boycott, and ostracism. 
One of his flock was cut off from a legacy 
of $8,000 by his Catholic father, and is 
otherwise harassed! Nuns called on a 
family recently and threatened to have -their 
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relief ended if they remained steadfast in 
Protestantism. “Under their rags of pov- 
erty these poor often carry spiritual treas- 
ures. Their answer was, ‘You may starve 
us, but you will never kill our souls.’” 

“Every week we receive ten, fifteen, or 
twenty abjurations from the Roman church, 
souls wanting to read, study, and freely 
feed on the Gospel. Last year we dis- 
tributed more than two hundred dollars’ 
worth of Bibles. We need help because 
the work expands so rapidly.” (From the 
Rev. V. A. Rahard, 1849 Sherbrooke E., 
Montreal, Canada.) 


Persecution in Peru.—One tires of re- 
porting Romanist persecution of Christians, 
but a case mentioned in the Alliance Weekly 
should not pass unnoticed. Six Quecha 
Indian Christians were in prison for fifty- 
nine days during March, April, and May 
last year,—their only offense being that 
they trusted in the saving grace of God 
through the atoning blood of Christ. The 
room in which they were imprisoned was 
largely under water, so all six had to live 
in one corner of the room that was higher. 
After they were discharged they walked 
eleven days from the Tayabamba region, 
Peru, to attend a religious conference. One 
man in this congregation was so beaten 
that one eye was destroyed and the sight 
of the other threatened, ; 

Mussolini has called off the Romanist 
persecutors of the Waldensians and -has 
granted to the latter entire religious free- 
dom. He wrote: “I know that the Wal- 
densians are Italian by race and of heart 
and am an admirer of their history, for 
their endurance, their sacrifices, the. spirit 
of idealism they have demonstrated.” Mus- 
solini’s personal physician is a Waldensian, 
and Il Duce has himself appointed two 
Waldensian chaplains to work in Ethiopia. 


So-Called “German Christianity” as 
Illustrated by Itself.—Deutsche' Sonntag 
(quoted in the Allgemeine Kirchenzeitung) 
compares the Twenty-third Psalm to an 
infant’s sucking rag which comforts the 
babe and induces sleep. “It is a sweet, 
pleasant, comforting little object which 
helps one over hours of disquiet and nerv- 
ous fear. It is possible that men even to- 
day need such quieting helps. We say 
nothing against it. But we are honest 
enough to confess that the Psalm is this 
and nothing more, mere tasty confectionery. 
‘When I became a man, I put away childish 
things’ has here its application.” 


This report concerning the progress of 
the Gospel in Spanish Guinea comes from 
the World Dominion clipsheet: 

“This year is the centenary of the Mis- 
sion Evangelica de Guinea Espanol. It is 
being celebrated by a joint campaign by 
the mission and the native church to win 
15,000 natives to Christ. Three months 
were spent in preparation and prayer. Dur- 
ing the three months just passed 11,000 men 
and women turned to Christ. Nine new 
communities have been supplied with evan- 
gelists during the past two months, and 
are now supported wholly by the native 
church.” 


A Chinese Layman.—Li Jui of Hankow 
is known as the Oil King of China. He 
was brought up in extreme poverty, but 
his self-sacrificing parents started him on 
an educational career with a country school 
teacher.’ During the. Boxer period he had 
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an opportunity to observe the foreign sol- 
diery sent to protect Americans and Eu- 
ropeans, and was disgusted with their 
drunken and vicious living. Truly they 
were “foreign devils.” But a little later 
he entered Dr. Lavington Hart’s Anglo- 
Chinese College in Tientsin. This brought 
him in contact with another sort of for- 
eigners. He was immensely impressed and 
mused on what made the difference. He 
watched Dr. Hart at college chapel and 
saw that he used a little book. He bought 
one like it secretly and began to study it. 
It became to him the pearl of great price. 

After a year at college Li Jui had to go 
into business to earn his daily bread. His 
interest in the Bible increased. Year after 
year he has sent subscriptions to three dif- 
ferent societies evangelizing the Jews, “be- 
cause through the Jews the Bible came to 
us.” Sixteen years ago he began the 
study of Greek and later Hebrew that he 
might read the word in the original. He 
worships with great regularity in an Eng- 


lish church in Hankow and has himself a. 


Monday evening Bible class in which he 
teaches. the Bible to Chinese youth. A puri- 
tan in ‘his life, he neither smokes nor 
drinks, nor does he attend theaters. Among 
his Chinese friends he wishes to be above 
reproach. 

“Last year,” writes Mr. Hudspeth in 
The Bible in the World, “he gave ten 
thousand dollars to his old college in Tient- 
sin.”: On reading the annual Report of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
discovering that there was a large deficit, 
he, sent $2,000 to England. Gifts like these 
he. is .constantly making. He reads the 
Bible through twice every year, and be- 
lieves his wealth was given him by God 
for the extension of God’s Kingdom. At 
present he is engaged on a scheme to take 
the Word to unevangelized masses in in- 
land China, 


An American Layman.—James L. Kraft 
of the Kraft-Phoenix Cheese Corporation 
recently gave a delightful testimony before 
the students of Wheaton College. Speak- 
ing as a believer and as a successful ex- 
ponent of the practical application of Chris- 
tianity to life, Mr. Kraft declared that the 
turning-point in his life came when he de- 
cided to let God run his business. When 
he was a young man and driving about the 
country as a salesman his business fell so 
that he determined to return to Chicago 
and admit that he was licked. Speaking 
to his horse he said, “Paddy, what is the 
matter with us, anyhow?” Then he heard 
a voice say clearly: “You are working 
without God.” Right there he stopped 
and again, speaking to his horse, he said, 
“If that is the matter we'll let God run the 
business.” 

Mr. Kraft believes that through prayer 
things that seem impossible to an unbe- 
liever may be accomplished. As an example 
of the value of public testimony he related 
how he had been invited to address a 
great audience at the Dallas (Texas) Ex- 
position on the economic value of food to 
the nation. When he learned that the ad- 
dress was scheduled for Sunday he gave 


a Christian message instead, At the end 
the great crowd arose and moved that a 
million copies of his talk be published for 
distribution. 


An English Layman.—Brigadier Gen- 
eral Frost, retired, of the British Army, 
intends to proceed next spring to Central 
Asia as a missionary of the Central Asia 
Mission. General Frost is well known for 
his Bible readings on the Second Coming 
of our Lord, given all over England. That 
a man of his age and position should vol- 
unteer is a challenge to younger men. He 
writes: “While at Keswick in 1937 I 
asked the Lord to confirm what I believed 
to be his call to Central Asia by giving me 
my passage money to India. That same day 
it came from a most unexpected source. 
Should the Lerd delay his coming I hope 
to go to Marden in the spring of 1938 and 
thence to Gilgit. We hope to interest both 
Civil and Military officials on the Frontier 
by means of lectures on the Lord’s return 
and also to stir up interest among the 
native troops, some of whom are from the 
Transfrontier tribes. The long-closed 
Central Asian Highlands are awakening to 
a sense of their need. It is as if our Lord 
were going to gather in the last ones from 
these closed countries before he takes his 
Church to be with himself according to 
his glorious promise.” 


Some Indian Laymen.—The India In- 
dustrial Mission at Cossipors, which is 
training self-supporting evangelists, has 
sent out a traveling workshop with four 
trained mechanic preachers. It undertakes 
to repair metal work, overhaul machinery, 
do general repairs in the line of cement, 
wood, and paint work. This is done dur- 
ing the day. Evenings and Sundays are de- 
voted to evangelism. Mr. Lawrence, 
Superintendent of the Mission, writes: 

“A second-hand Ford van and trailer 
were fitted with living accommodations, 
workshop tools, and welding plant. . The 
evangelists are now on a thousand mile 
tour, working on various repairs at hos- 
pitals and mills en route in order that they 
may be entirely self-supporting, preaching 
the glorious Gospel while yet the Lord 
Jesus tarries. The itinerary was Chin- 
surah, Burdwan, Mankar, and via many 
towns and villages, to Patna and back 
through Hazaribagh and Asansol. For a 
while there was no opening and prayer 
was made in earnest. Then at Burdwan, 
the official, who told them there was no 
work, allowed them to do a few repairs. 
In view of the excellent results more and 
more was brought to them. 

“From Mankar we have just had word 
that our traveling workshop was a God- 
send. Workmen on a septic tank had 
stopped work and our party finished it. A 
veteran missionary of Mankar writes that 
the I. I. M. evangelists were a great en- 
couragement to their workers, and that 
there was rejoicing in fellowship of prayer, 
Bible study, and evangelism.. There have 
also been personal contacts with Hindu 
gentlemen, and prayer is asked for their 
salvation.” 
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Brief Notes. — The German postal 
authorities are to issue an anti-Semitic 
stamp in connection with the opening of 
the anti-Semitic exposition, “The Eternal 
Jew,” in Munich. ... Ninety-one Baptist 
churches in Michigan have left the North- 
ern Baptist Convention in a body. Thev 
are tired of being double-crossed by the 
foreign missions society. The receipts of 
this society have fallen, according to the 
Fundamentalist, from $1,345,597 to $438,- 
036. So does Shailer Mathews’ theology 
in Baptist seminaries, when it is finished, 
bring forth death. . . . The flight of Rus- 
sian Mennonites from Manchuria to Para- 
guay, some years ago, awakened much sym- 
pathy. Now they are well settled and 
concerning themselves with the spiritual 
needs of Paraguay Indians. . . . It is said 
that the wonderful memories of some 
Hindus can be utilized in spreading the 
Gospel. “It is a common experience, in 
gatherings of these people who have be- 
come Christians, to listen to a full service 
of hymns, prayers, creeds, and readings 
ef Scripture,— all repeated from mem- 
ory.” ... Dr. E. S. Homringhausen, a 
frequent contributor to the Christian Cen- 
tury and of Modernist views, has been 
chosen as Professor of Christian Educa- 
tion in Princeton Theological Seminary. 
In his book, “Christianity in America,” 
p. 121, he declares that few intelligent 
Protestants can believe that the Bible “‘con- 
tains no historical discrepancies, no anti- 
quated scientific assumptions, nor even bad 
ethical standards.” . . . Dr. Charles Fama, 
Medical Examiner of the Municipal Re- 
tirement System, is an Italian Protestant, 
convert from Romanism, and active in the 
evangelism of Italian Catholics. He was 
marked for removal by the Catholic politi- 
cal machine in the last New York election. 
The following circular was distributed 
from all Roman Catholic churches of New 
York and from door to door: “Catholics! 
La Guardia kept Dr. Fama, the enemy of 
Catholics, in office. Your duty. Vote for 
Mahoney, a God-fearing man, for mayor. 
Smash Communism.” . . . That religion 
takes a place in the forefront of men’s 
minds in spite of all hostile propaganda 
appears from publishing statistics. The 
German Booktrade Exchange states that 
in August last there were 1,242 books 
published in first editions. Fiction led with 
187; then came religion and theology, 154; 
technical publications, 104; law, 97; medi- 
cine, 79; schoolbooks, 77; and so down 
the list. . . . Evangelicals in- the Church 
of England have established a new theo- 
logical coliege at Oak Hill, Southgate. 
This is a consequence of the attempt to 
introduce in the churches the Romanizing 
prayer book which Parliament refused to 
legitimatize a few years ago. Prebendary 
Hinde is principal of the new seminary. 
Its visitor is the Bishop of Norwich, a 
loyal Protestant. . . . The Brothers Not- 
tage are devoting themselves to Negro 
evangelism. In Detroit they have five 
“testimonies,” — at the Bethany, Grace, and 
Pilgrim Tabernacles, at Ferndale, and at 
River Rouge. Of the 149,000 colored peo- 
ple in Michigan fully 100,000 are outside 
ehurch influence. . . . Nazi oppression is 
becoming both grotesque and repulsive. 
Pastors are forbidden to pray for their 
brethren in Nazi prisons. Collections have 
been carried away by the police, and even 
snatched from the very Communion tables. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















It Was Not So from the Beginning 


LL of us who can remember a time 

when we-dated our letters eighteen 
hundred and something have witnessed: two 
movements that have been nothing less than 
stupendous, one an almost unbelievable ad- 
vance in physical comfort and convenience, 
the other just as definite a recession in 
moral and spiritual standards. Speaking 
of American society as a whole, I am con- 
vinced that we have lost infinitely more 
than we have gained. For myself, were I 
offered the choice, I feel that I could with- 
out regret trade all our material gain to 
have back the sanctity of the Lord’s Day 
and the security of the American home, 
albeit I well know my feet would be cold 
getting used again to a base burner and 
my eyes would smart from reading by an 
old-fashioned kerosene lamp. 

I sit down of a Sunday afternoon with 
the afterglow of worship in my _ heart. 
Somebody gives a tentative flip to the radio 
dial. There comes the blare of a dance 
orchestra; another turn brings a bit of 
commercial ballyhoo or a baseball score; 
straightway the radiance of Heaven fades. 
I wonder how many of my friends whom 
I have had every reason to believe saved 
persons have told me recently about some 
uplifting movie they have seen on Sunday, 
adding, always with that defensive note, 
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that it was as good as a sermon. Remon- 
strance is worse than useless. Knowing 
full well the only type of sermon some of 
them ever hear I am tempted to agree with 
them. 

But the thing to which I most hope I 
shall never grow callous is featured in the 
press by what seems almost invariably to 
follow notice of the marriage of socially 
prominent people, the comment that one 
or both of the contracting parties was for- 
merly married to So-and-So. It hurts. I 
hope it will always hurt. But the thing 
that pains me most is the knowledge that 
no matter how irreproachable their own 
standards, my children cannot feel about it 
quite the way I do because they did not 
live in the nineteenth century. 

What a ghastly loss those oft-married 
people sustain, to say nothing of the tragedy 
they bring upon their children. They can 
never know the sweet security of starting 
down the sunset slope close beside another 
with whom they know they can keep step, 
one whose every virtue, every failing, every 
whim is writ large on a familiar page, a 
security that springs from the common rec- 
ollection of difficulties faced and victories 
won and from the ever-growing sense that 
the fabric of two lives has become so inter- 
woven that death itself can scarcely tear 
the woof. They can never understand, 
these whose multiple marriages have pro- 
faned God’s holy ordinance, what manner 
of language Adam spake when he said, 
“This is now bone of my bones, and flesh 
of my flesh.” God pity the land that has 
seen such standards crumble, that seems in 
danger of forgetting soon that they ever 
existed. 








in a community canvass 








How One Sunday School Finds New Scholars 


Enlisting workers from several departments 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 














being used by the Harris Prairie 

Bible School to make the community 
Bible school conscious and to establish 
itself favorably and vitally in the interests 
and loyal support of the community. On 
these regular days, friendly enthusiastic 
visitors from the school visit practically all 
the homes in the immediate community. 

The last Sunday of each month of the 
year is set aside as School Visitation Day. 
A special effort is made to have a large 
attendance on that Sunday, especially from 
the Junior Department up through the 
Adult Department. The larger the attend- 
ance is on School Visitation Day, the more 
workers there are available for the visita- 
tion and the fewer will be the necessary 
visits by these workers. 

A Visitation Committee has charge of 
all the general plans for the monthly event, 
selecting helpers where they are needed, 
but always trying to keep the organization 
at as low a number as possible to gain the 
best results. The Visitation Committee 
consists of a Visitation Director from each 
class and three to five others to help to 
prevent too much work for the Class 
Directors. Each director heads the visita- 
tion plans and preparations in his or her 
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own class, using whatever helpers from the 
group that may be necessary. 

Classes and departments co-operate in 
the school visitation. Many of these have 
plans and activities of their own which are 
combined with the regular work of the 
visit. In this way these smaller groups 
help to build their own part of the larger 
unit, and also help to build up the entire 
school. Frequently the classes and depart- 
ments do “visitation-plus” on Visitation 
Days. Their visitors will do their share 
of the regular visitation and also some ex- 
tra visits for their own group. However, 
they do the general school visitation first. 

A luncheon is served at the church fol- 
lowing the morning worship service. Each 
family represented at the dinner brings 
their own table service, sandwiches for 
their own number with one or two extra 
sandwiches, a special dish and a pie or cake, 
if the family has been assigned a pie or 
a cake. A different class each Sunday is 
assigned the responsibility of supervising 
the luncheon providing the coffee, sugar 
and cream, and serving the food. Every- 
body is urged to remain for the luncheon 
but to do this means a promise by these 
people to have an active part in the visita- 
tion during the afternoon. In planning for 
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the luncheon the aim is to do it with as 
little trouble and commotion as _ possible. 
It is not to be a banquet. 

The visitors are divided into teams of 
two adults each, The Young People, the 
Intermediates, and the Juniors have their 
own visiting teams to call on homes where 
there are people for their groups. 

Visiting lists and cards are prepared 
and given to the teams. The lists include 
the families of the present members of 
the school, who are absent on Visitation 
Day or who are present on Visitation. Day, 
but not among the visitors. The names 
and addresses of prospective members for 
the school are included. A card is used 
for each family to be visited. This. card 
gives information about the family to help 
the visitors in making their visit most ef- 
fective. 

The visitors are supplied with small slips 
of paper, giving in a very brief form the 
program and plans for the school and the 
church for the next month. This slip, one 
for each family visited, contains the an- 


‘nouncement of any special events for the 


school and also the sermon subjects for 
the next month. 

Three “Don'ts” are emphasized in giving 
the final instructions to the teams of visi- 
tors. The first of these is, “Don’t ask for 
money!” The visitors are urged not to 
talk about money at all while visiting. The 
families soon find that the visitors are not 
coming merely for the money they might 
gain. This helps the good will of the com- 
munity toward the school. The second 
of these is “Don’t gossip!” The third is 
“Don’t criticize!” The visitors are urged 
to commend and praise those connected 
with the school and the community. If 
good cannot be said, the visitors are ad- 
vised to say nothing about it, or better 
still to change the conversation to — 
they can commend and praise. 

Prayer permeates the final istritctions. 
After several have led with short prayers, 
there is a season of silent prayer. 

The visitors are to promote good wifl 
wherever they go on their visits. They 
are to share enthusiastic interest in the 
school with those in whose home they are 
visiting. They are to extend a friendly 
invitation to all in the home to become 
actively enrolled in the school. They are 
to give news about the activities and plans 
of the school. They are also to obtain 
personal information for the school with- 
out being objectionably inquisitive. This 
information includes the names of all the 
members of the home, and any other data 
which will help the school to reach them 
for Christian life and work, and to be of 
the best Christian service to them. 

The visitors, at the ‘earliest possible 
opportunity afterward, report to the Visi- 
tation Committee the information they have 
gained from their visits. The Visitation 
Committee organizes this information and 
then passes it on to the various groups, 
classes, or leaders who are interested in 
it for their work. 

From month to month the Visitation 
Days are improved and strengthened from 
the experience of the previous plans and 
efforts. Emphasis is placed on long-time 
steady growth and development, rather than 
on short-time excitement and unsteady ef- 
forts. 


Souts Benn, Ino. 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 6. SERVING WITH WHAT WE HAVE 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 6:1-13 
Golden Text.—Such as | have give | thee.— Mark 3: 65 








Kine JAMES VERSION 


Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence, and came inte his 
own country; and his disciples follow him. 

2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From 
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which 
is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his 
hands? 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, 
and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here 
with us? And they were offended at him. 

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but 
in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 

5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his 
hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 

6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went 
round about the villages, teaching. 

7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits ; 

8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their 
journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their 
purse : 

9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. . 

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into 
an house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 

11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye 
depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony 
against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence; and he cometh into 
his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2 And when the 
sabbath was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and + many 
hearing him were astonished, saying, Whence hath this man these 
things? and, What is the wisdom that is given unto this man, and 
what mean such * mighty works wrought by his hands? 3 Is not 
this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of * James, and 
Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? 
And they were * offended in him. 4 And Jesus said unto them, A 
prophet is not without honor, save in his own country, and among 
his own kin, and in his own house. 5 And he could there do no 
* mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. 

And he went round about the villages teaching. _ 

7 And he calleth unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two; and he gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits; 8 and he charged them that they should take nothing for 
their journey, save a staff only; no bread, no wallet, no * money in 
their ‘purse; 9 but to go shod with sandals: and, said he, put not 
on two coats. 10 And he said unto them, Wheresoever ye enter 
into a house, there abide till ye depart thence. 11 And whatsoever 
place shall not receive you, and they hear you not, as ye go forth 
thence, shake off the dust that is under your feet for a testimony 


unto them. 12 And they went out, and preached that men should! 
repent. 13 And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil. 


many that were sick, and healed them. 


1Some ancient authorities insert the. *Gr., powers. *® Or, 
Jacob. *Gr., caused to stumble. °Gr., power. °*Gr., brass. 
7Gr., girdle. 





12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 
‘33 And ‘they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many 


that were sick, and healed them. 


The. Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


EVERAL very interesting and in- 
S structive events in the life and min- 

istry of the great Servant-Prophet, as 
recorded in Mark 5: 18-43, have had to 
be passed over in order to bring us to the 
present lesson. It is hoped, however, that 
each teacher and scholar will read this in- 
teresting passage carefully, and not miss 
the blessing the story of the healing of the 
woman with the issue of blood and that 
of the raising up of the little daughter of 
Jairus will bring. The woman suffered, as 
all sinners do, from a constitutional dis- 
ease for which there was no merely human 
help, while the ruler’s daughter was dead 
and therefore utterly beyond the skill of 
any doctor. But Jesus Christ brought heal- 
ing to the one and life to the other and 
demonstrated his power over sickness and 
death. 

In the present lesson we see the blessed 
Servant still giving himself in glad out- 
pouring of grace on behalf of needy souls, 
even though meeting with unbelief and 
rejection; and then multiplying himself, as 
it were, by empowering and sending forth 
the twelve two by two, to carry the good 
news of the Kingdom throughout Galilee 
and manifesting the signs of apostolic 
authority (2 Cor. 12:12) by doing what 
he had done wherever there was faith to 
receive him. 

He will use all who put themselves at 
his disposal for whole-hearted service. He 
makes his servants what. they need to be. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


A divinely given gift is far more than 
natural endowment or inherited ability. 


The Historical Setting 


The turning point is now in sight as 
to our Lord’s ministry. His popularity 
begins to wane in measure as he seems to 
the people to fail to fulfill their expecta- 
tions of a mighty Ruler who will deliver 
them from the Roman yoke. We have 
about reached the close of the first year 
and a half of his testimony. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 1.—“His own country.” That is, 
the region round about Nazareth where 
he had grown up from early childhood. 

Verse 2.—“What wisdom is this... ?” 
It was a surprising thing, to his fellow 
townsmen, to hear him teaching so author- 
itatively, he whom they had known only 
as a pious carpenter. They knew he had 
never attended a rabbinical school of any 
repute, or other educational institution. 


Verse 3—“Is not this the carpenter 
. 2?” Like many today, they could not 

harmonize the preaching of the Word with 
a secular calling. Knowing the rest of 
his family as commonplace villagers, they 
resented his apparent presumption in set- 
ting himself up as a teacher of others. 

Verse 4.—Unhonored at home. Jesus 
recognizes the reason for their prejudice 
and quotes a well known proverb as ac- 
counting for it. 

Verse 5.—Hindered by unbelief. The 
attitude of the people was a positive hin- 
drance to the work of the Spirit of God, so 
no mighty work was wrought in Nazareth 
except that, in loving compassion, he healed 
a few of their sick. 


Verse 6.—He marveled at their lack of 
faith, How insensible his own townsmen 
were of the grace proffered to them! But 
no coldness on their part discouraged the 
true Servant. He continued his ministry 
elsewhere. 


Verse 7.—“Two by two.’ In sending 
forth the twelve they were appointed to 
go in pairs. The need of fellowship in 
service is great. See what Solomon says 
in Ecclesiastes 4:9 and 10. 


_ Verse 8.—No temporal provision. They 
were the King’s representatives and had 
the right to expect to be welcomed and 
cared for by those who were looking for 
the Kingdom. 


Verse 9.—No heavy baggage. They were 
to hasten on their mission, so must not 
be encumbered with needless clothing. 


Verse 10—“‘There abide.” When re- 
ceived by any household they were to 
accept hospitality gratefully and not go 
about looking for better accommodations 
or greater physical comfort. 


Verse 11.—“More tolerable.” There will 
be degrees of punishment in the day of 
judgment. The greater the light and priv- 
ilege, the greater the guilt and blame if 
rejected. 


Verse 12—*“Repent”! This is ever the 
cry, throughout Scripture. In every age 
sinful men are called upon to acknowledge 
their iniquity and to turn to God for de- 
liverance. To .repent is to “right about 
turn” in one’s inward estimate concerning 
self, sin, and God. 


Verse 13.—Accompanying ‘signs. The 


. miracles were the divine ‘seal on their tes- 
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Lesson. for March 6 


timony, thus accrediting them as apostles 
of the Messiah. 


The Heart of the Lesson | 


How strange, it seems, at first, to read 
that “he could there do no mighty work,” 
and that because of their unbelief. There 
is a sense in which man’s lack of faith 
shackles divine omnipotence. God has 
chosen to do for those who belieye what, 
in the very nature of things, he cannot do 
consistently for those who spurn his Word. 
The people of Nazareth shut the door of 
blessing in their own faces by refusing to 
trust the Carpenter as the Anointed of Je- 
hovah. His very lowliness proved a stum- 
bling block to their pride. His holiness 
was a rebuke to their carnality, and by 
rejecting his testimony they put up a bar- 
rier between Paradise and themselves. 

“With the lowly is wisdom” (Prov. 11: 
2). Had they been humble enough to sit 
at his feet as learners, what lessons of 
grace and power would have been unfolded 
to them, and what mighty works would 
have been wrought in their midst! But 
they were so self-contained and self-satis- 
fied that his message found no response in 
their unbelieving hearts, and so they: lost 
the: greatest etannanindl that they would 
ever know. 


Lesson Outlines 
. He Came unto His Own 
1. Into his own creation (John 1: 3). 
2. His own land, Immanuel’s land (Isa. 
73.44; 8:8). 
3. His own holy city, Jerusalem (Matt. 
27: 53). 
4. His own temple (Psa. 29:9). 
5. His own country (Mark 6:1). 
6. His own people (Matt. 1:21; Luke 
P97). 
His Own. Recetveo Him Nor 
1.-Rejected him (Mark 8: 31). 
. Refused to believe in him (Mark 6: 


iS) 


6). 
3. Despised him (Isa. 53: 3). 
4. Denied him (Acts 3: 13). 
5. Crucified him (Acts 2: 36). 
As Many as REcEIvVeD H™ 
1. Are born again (John 3:5). 
2. Have eternal life (John 3:15). 
3. Forgiven and justified (Acts 13: 38). 
4. His own forevermore (John 13:1). 


a 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It is not what one is by natural birth 
that counts, but what he is in his relation 
to God. Men failed to recognize Jesus as 
the promised Messiah because he was born 
into a lowly family and brought up in 
humble circumstances. But he who used 
the carpenter’s tools was the Creator of 
the universe. His glory was veiled in the 
flesh of a Galilean artisan and was only vis- 
ible to faith (John 1: 14). 


His followers are like their Master in 
this respect, that though often men of 
meager attainments and ordinary occupa- 
tions, yet when they become partakers of 
his divine nature, they are able to rise 
above their circumstances in a superhuman 
way and can thus be used of him as chan- 
nels of his grace to others. The twelve 
did not have one man among them whose 
name would have lived in history had he 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
10. March 6.—Serving with What We 
i AN ry SPRY eee ee eee Mark 6: _ 
. March 13.—Feeding the Hungry. 
Mark 6 : 30-44 
12. March 20.—Keeping the Body Strong 
(A personal aspect of temperance). 
Mark 6: 53-56; Judges 13: 12-14; 1x 
Corinthians 3 : 16, 17; Romans 12:1, 2 
13. March 27.—Correcting Wrong Ideas of 
MME? * en 0.cs bees ccadcsnuace Mark 7:1 
Second Quarter 
. April 3.—Serving Other Races. Mark 7 : 24-37 
2. April 10.—Finding Ourselves in Service. 
Mark 8 : 27-38 
. April 17—The Victorious Servant 
Se ee Tee Perc Acts 2: 22-36 
4. April 24.—Receiving Vision for Service. 
Mark 9: 2-10 
5. May 1.—Following Vision with Service. 
Mark 9 : 14-29 


I 
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not heeded Christ’s call to follow him. 
Now they will never be forgotten so long 
as time shall last. “The righteous shall 
be in everlasting remembrance” (Psa. 112: 


6). 
Practical and Personal Applications 


No learning of the schools can make 
one wise unto salvation. Have we found 
the true wisdom? 


Do we shrink from identification with 
Christ because of the world’s reproach? 
Consider Moses (Heb. 11: 24-26). 


It is well not to be discouraged if those 
who know us best do not accept us at face 
value. Why should we expect recognition 
where Jesus did not get it? 


Is unbelief on our part hindering God 
from manifesting his power in our midst? 

Do we value fellowship with others in 
service? We should seek to be helpers of 
each other’s faith (2 Cor. 1: 24). 


He who sends his servants forth under- 
takes to care for them. Can we trust him 
at all times to do as he has said? (Phil. 
4: 19.) 

We are responsible to walk according to 
the light God gives. Are we conscientious 
as to this? 


People often ask, “What of the heathen 
in the day of judgment?” But a more 
serious question is, “What of us to whom 
the Word of God has come if we neglect 
it?” (Heb. 2: 3.) 

God commands all men everywhere to 
repent (Acts 17:30). Have we honestly 
faced our many sins in the light of his 
holiness ? 


The healing of a sin-sick soul is a, greater 
miracle than the freeing of a body from 
disease. Have we experienced this great 
deliverance ourselves? 


If already saved, are we telling out the 
story of God’s grace to other needy ones? 
Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Luke tells us that when Jesus came to 
Nazareth, where he was brought up, “he 
went into the synagogue,” as his custom 
was (Luke 4: 16). 

Our Lord has set us an example in his 
customary attendance upon the place of 
prayer, worship, and instruction. 

The teaching of Jesus was the unfolding 
of the mind of God, for he spake the words 
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the Father gave him to speak (John 14: 
10). 


A carpenter’s apron may cover a won: 
derful saint. 


The honor that comes from God is far 
better than honor given by man, who is 
often unable to recognize greatness when 
he sees it. 


Unbelief can stay the hand of Omnipo- 
tence, for God puts forth his power in re- 
sponse to faith. 


The twelve were not remarkable for gifts 
or abilities, but they found their opportunity 
when they heeded the voice of Jesus. 


God works differently at different times, 
and his servants are under different respon- 
sibilities in different dispensations. 


To go out without purse or scrip is not 
necessarily God’s plan for his servants since 
the rejection of his Son. 


Judgment is according to light and truth, 
so the greater our knowledge, the heavier 
is our accountability. 


Repentance is not meritorious, but no man 
will be saved who refuses to repent. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


1. What is the scene of the first part of 
this lesson? 


2. What perplexed the fellow townsmen 
of Jesus when they heard him preach?. 


3. What effect did his message . have 
upon them? ' 


4- How did their unbelief affect Jesus? 


5. How do you account for this when 
Jesus was God manifest in the flesh? 


6. Why did the Lord forbid the twelve 
to take much in the way of equipment -” 
their journey? 


7. How were they to be winiaiea if 
they took no purse? 


) 
8. Is this still the way that Christ’ s serv- 
ants should go forth? / 


9. Will all the lost be punished alike in 
the final judgment? 


10. If men are called upon to repent, is 
not that something they must do to merit 
salvation? 


(Answers to questions on page 139.) 
CHICAGO. 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father in 
Heaven, how may we tell thee of our thanks- 
giving for all the blessed service into which 
thou hast permitted us to enter! We would 
tell thee by our lives day by day, and by the 
way in which we use what thou hast given us 
for service to those around us. If we have 
been thinking too much of the little that we 
have, then may we remember this lesson, and 
as we study the equipment of thy disciples, 
may we remember that it was not the material 
possessions that they had, but the gift of 
thyself,—the grect gift that they were to 
pass on to others. Help us to understand that 
a little is much if thou dost go with us. May 
we not feel limited by our possessions or equip- 
ment, but may we realize the great fact of 
thy power, — infinite, loving, and available, as 
we go on our way in thy name. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you wonder how 
you can possibly accomplish what God has 
given you to do, and yet with so little in 








138. * 


talents or equipment? Do you notice in 
the lesson how many things the Lord told 
his disciples not to take with them? No 
provision bag, no bread, no-money in their 
money belt. They were not even to take 
two coats! Why, how could they possibly 
get on if they were not equipped with these 
things? Well, they did get on, and they 
learned his power to fulfill their every need, 
and to Jead them along the way. Verse 12 
sayo to us, “And they went out, and 
preached that men should repent.” Just 
notice that “And they went out.” Will 
you and I do the same when we think that 
we have so little to work with?. How little 
we know about God’s ways of using men 
and women in his service! Campbell Mor- 
gan once said in a sermon, “God is equal to 
making us equal to anything that he calls 
us to do.” Believe it with all your heart! 
Let us pray. 





DO YOU BELIEVE IT? 


GOD IS 
TO MAKING US Equa. 
TO ANYTHING HE CALLS US TO DO 











ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School’ 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


‘In view of the Iarge number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Rebuked Unto Salvation.—And whoso- 
ever shall not receive you, nor hear ‘you, 
when ye depart thence, shake off the dust 
under your feet (Mark 6:11). I remember 
hearing the Rev. W. V. Barratt give an 
account of his early days in Germany. A 
boy of ten or twelve, he was, with his 
brother, distributing tracts from door to 
door, when at one home his tract was re- 
fused and the door discourteously closed. 
The two boys, obeying the precept of the 
Lord Jesus, kicked the dust off their feet 
at the doorstep. Some thirty years after- 
ward Mr. Barratt was visiting the same 
part of Germany when he was called to 
the bedside of a gentleman who had asked 
to see him. He was reminded of the in- 
cident of thirty years before, and only then 
learned that the gentleman inquiring as to 
the meaning of the boys’ singular act had 
been convicted of the sin of refusing God’s 
messenger — and had in consequence been 
led to seek, and find, salvation—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Judgments Fulfilled.—And whoso- 
ever shall not receive you ... Verily I 
say unto you, It shail be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment, than for that city (v. 11). “That 
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afternoon we visited the place where once 
stood the ancient city of Capernaum, and 
saw anew how fully the woe pronounced 
by our Lord against the city had been ful- 
filled. We also saw the traditional site of 
the city of Bethsaida, the home of Andrew, 
Peter, and Philip. The judgment uttered 
against it because of its unbelief came to 
pass, for not a vestige of the city remains 
today. We drove through a third city, 
Tiberias. It is very significant that not a 
word of judgment was pronounced against 
Tiberias, and it is standing and flourishing 
today. Woes were uttered against two 
cities and they have utterly perished! 
‘Heaven and earth shall pass away: but 
my words shall not pass away.’”—From 
George T. B. Davis, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


What Is Repentance?—And ihey went 
out, and preached that men should repent 
(v. 12). The unconverted have a false 
idea about repentance. In talking with a 
man once, he summed up his argument by 
saying, “Moody, it has never struck me 
yet.” I said: “What has never struck 
you?” “Well,” he said, “some it strikes 
and some it doesn’t. Some in our town 
were converted, but it did not strike me.” 
That man thought repentance was coming 
down like lightning. Repentance is not 
feeling. It is turning from sin unto God. 
One of the best definitions was given by a 
soldier. When asked how he was con- 
verted he said: “The Lord said to me: 
Halt! Attention! Right about face! March! 
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and that was all there was of it!”—From 
“Moody’s Stories,’ Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association. Sent by Dr. William H. 
Ensign, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Really Giving.—Such as I have give I 
thee (Golden Text). 
What can I spare?” we say: 
“Ah, this and this, 
From mine array, 
I am not like to miss; 
And here are crumbs to feed some hungry 


ones ; 
They do but grow a cumbrance on my shelf.” 
And yet one reads, Our Father gave His Son; 
Our Master gave Himself ! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


All of Us.—Such as I have give I thee 
(Golden Text). God hasn’t retained many 
of us as lawyers, but he has subpcenaed all 
of us as witnesses—From Heart and Life. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Blind Man’s “‘Little.”—Such as I 
have give I thee (Golden Text). Many 
years ago a blind man came to Dr. Mc- 
Kenzie of Manchuria to have his eyes 
healed. He found Christ, got touched with 
the fire, and went out selling peanuts for 
a living, and making evangelism his life's 
work. He sold peanuts for the Lord’s 
sake, and as he went from house to house, 
that poor blind man, without education 
but with the fire of God in his heart, led 
three thousand to Christ—From China’s 
Millions. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. Prize illustration, 


“HE DID NOT MANY MIGHTY WORKS THERE BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIER” 
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Lesson for March 6 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Old Mr. Human Nature Again.—Is not 
this the carpenter . . . and are not his sis- 
ters here with us? And they were offended 
@Mark 6:3). Of course, you have heard 
the old snob story of the young man who 
had risen on his own from across the rail- 
road tracks to the place of honor and pros- 
perity. 

“Punk!” cried the Envious One being left 
behind. “Why, that bird used to black 
my Dad’s shoes.” 

“Yes,” smilingly replied the young fellow 
from the railroad yard, “and I did it well, 
didn’t 1?” 

“Codfish aristocracy” is the todern 
name for the Mrs. Jiggs state of mind. 
Human nature has never evoluted in 1,900 
years. To his country neighbors Jesus 
belonged “across the railroad tracks.” 

This man speaking as no man ever spake 
before could be nothing more to these folks 
than the fellow from the carpenter shop. 
(Matt. 13: 55-58 tells the story.) 

- When Billy Sunday, the converted base- 
ball player, burst upon the nation as a 
great evangelist, and crowds came to hear 
him. and “strike the trail,” the modernistic 
preachers who didn’t believe in revivals 
“were offended.” 

You see, Billy had come over the Ball 
Park fence, and not down the college halls, 
and what some of the ministerial nurses 
of dying churches said about him “and his 
methods” need not be repeated. Billy is 
dead now, and so are nearly all his fault- 
finding critics. 

The department down at the mill. re- 
quired a new head. A man -from the out- 
side was brought in. “Why?” I asked. 
“You have some good men in that crew.” 

“T have a crackerjack, but I don’t dare 
promote him. If I did many of the others 
would never forgive him and would work 
against him. Old Man Envy would disor- 
ganize the department.” 

As the text puts it, They would be “of- 
fended.” 


° 

Carrier Pigeons.—And commanded them 
that they should take nothing for their jour- 
ney, save a staff only (v. 8). Jesus was try- 
ing them out near home against the day 
when persecution should scatter them far and 
wide entirely dependent upon their own re- 
sources. Their promise for food and shel- 
ter was to be nothing but what we could 
call a “cane.” 

Some years ago when we were taking 
a ‘holiday trip on a steamer from Buffalo 
to Duluth at Sault Ste. Marie, a man with 
a crate of pigeons came up to me and said, 

“I wonder if you will do me a favor. I 
have a couple of carrier pigeons. One is 
a young bird and the other an old one. Let 
the young bird out off Point au Sable.” 

He showed me how to fasten the time 
of departure on the pigeon’s leg. When 
I let out the bird I had a big time getting 
the rubber band on the young pigeon’s leg 
as he spread his toes and fought. As soon 
as I let him go, instantly away he dashed, 
narrowly escaping the flag pole. But when 
I came to let out the old bird 100 miles 
farther on, I had a different pigeon. When 
I came to put the rubber band on his leg 
he drew all his claws together. When I 
opened my hand to release him he did not 
dash away. He stretched out one leg and 
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shook it. Then the other. Cdocked his 
head to one side, wiggled his wings, gave 
a little coo, as much as to say, “Sorry to 
have to leave you, but they need me at 
home,” and away he went. 

“Yes, you've guessed it. I think Jesus 
was trying out his carrier pigeons. They 
had a great message to carry. He wanted 
them calm and self-contained, like the old 
bird. 

The birds of prey often get the carrier 
pigeons, and you will remember that the 
legend in the Christian church is that the 
Roman Eagles got all but one of Christ’s 
carriers of the Gospel message. 


The Great Difference.—And they went 
out, and preached that men should vepent 
(v. 12). Not that men should repent that 
their sin had found them out; not sorry 
because their crookedness had caught -up 
to them; but that there should be “godly 
sorrow” for sin (2 Cor. 7:10; Psa. 51: 
1-4). 

When they arrange for one or more 
elevators in a building there is built upon 
the roof a small structure which is called 
a “penthouse.” It is for holding the ele- 
vator machinery. 

Why it should be called a “penthouse” 
any more than “motor-house” or “wheel- 
house,” I do not know. But I know this, 
when the elevator car gets up to the pent- 
house it has to reverse and go the other 
way to be of any value to the building. 

At any rate, that is what it is to “re- 
pent” —to reverse the direction of the go- 
ing (Luke 15: 18). 

Our old Midway gang used to raid Dick 
Strode’s apple orchard. That Queen tree, 
especially. (By the way, what has become 
of that delicious early apple, pale yellow 
with red streaks from the stem like rays of 
sunshine ? ) 

Dick would “get our number” and see 
Dad about it, and Dad would see me about 
it out: in the woodshed. You see, Father 
was an old-fashioned last century fellow, 
and knew nothing about “youthful psy- 
chology” — this talking it over and showing 
how wrong it was to jump a fence and 
appropriate the wormy windfalls! 

As the switch from the cherry tree played 
its old tune of “Willie, be good,” I was 
sorry enough. There was genuine repent- 
ance at Dick’s discovery who we were and 
Dad’s reaction, but mark you this. We 
never once turned and went the other direc- 
tion. We regularly raided that orchard 
until I was sent away to college. And 
then we raided the orchards within five 
miles of the college. (By the way, Dick 
Strode’s grandson, whose name is Dick 
Strode Copeland, is in the Iron Rose Bible 
Class, and one of the “Old Regulars.) 

The years ran on and the Lord Jesus 
came into my life, and that did what a 
million “lickins” would (will) never do 
for a boy (John 3:3). 

CoaTESvILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 137) 


1. Nazareth, where Jesus was brought up. 

2. They were amazed that one whom they 
had known as a carpenter should be able to 
speak with such authority. 

3. They were offended at him. 


4. It so hampered him that he could do no 
mighty work there. 


— 
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5. Because God has chosen to do in .respense 
to faith wh 4 javE hot do apart from. faith. 

6. Because they were to hastens with the 
message of tle Kingdon and he would not 
have them hindered by excess of goods. 


7. As thé ambassadors of the King, they 
could rightfully expect a welcome by the faith- 
ful in Israel, who would care for their tem- 
poral needs. 


8. No, our Lord himself has indicated a 
different method since his rejection (Luke 22: 
35, 36) 

9. No. Scripture clearly shows there will be 
varying degrees of punishment according to 


the gravity of each one’s sins, and the light 
one has had. 


10. No, repentance is self-judgment. It is 
the sinner’s acknowledgment of his lost con- 
dition and his need of a Saviour. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Use your cutouts of the twelve 
disciples. Make a cutout of a staff for 
each child’s book, upon which to print. the 
Golden Text. 











VERY one of you children will remem- 
ber that Nazareth was the home town 
of Jesus, though he was born in Bethle- 
hem. And you know, don’t you, that Mary 
and Joseph were in Bethlehem to pay their 
taxes? When the Lord Jesus was still 
a very small child, they returned to Naz- 
areth, where Joseph was a carpenter. For 
a number of years, Jesus worked there in 
the carpenter shop with Joseph. All of 
the town knew him, and had heard the 
strange story of the angels singing at his 
birth, and they had heard Mary’s story of 
the announcing angel. Some of them be- 
lieved these stories, but most of them must 
have doubted. 
Then Jesus went away and began to 
preach throughout the country; and one 
day he came back to Nazareth, and taught 
in the synagogue. Then the people began 
to talk about him. “Where did he get all 
this learning? How can he talk about such 
deep things? And how can he do such 
mighty works? Isn’t this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary? Aren’t his brothers and 
sisters’ here in Nazareth?” . 

How their tongues wagged! So much 
so that Mark tells us the Lord Jesus mar- 
veled at their unbelief. He never did many 
miracles where there was unbelief, and so 
in Nazareth, he did no mighty works; he 
only healed a few sick folk. But he went 
out and taught in the villages and towns 
around there. And he called his twelve 
disciples to him and sent them out, two by 
two, to preach; and he gave them power 
to cast out evil spirits and to heal the sick. 

He told them they must take nothing with 
them for their journey, except their one 
garment and their sandals and their staff, 
—no purse, no money, not even an extra 
coat. So they went and preached, and men 
repented of their. sin. 

Sometimes we think we can do no work 
for the Lord because we have no money, 
or we have no car, or we have no talents, 
or we are poor speakers. But the Lord 
wants us to use what we have. ‘ 

When God called Moses, poor Moses 
thought he couldn’t serve the Lord be- 
cause he couldn’t talk, and God asked him 
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what he had in his hand. It was his shep- 
herd’s staff or rod. God told him to throw 
it down on the ground. He did, and it 
became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 
Then God told him to pick it up by the 
tail, and when he did, it again became his 
rod. 

God was teaching him that he could serve 
Jehovah with what was in his hand, if he 
took his hands off, so to speak, and let God 
use it. God wants us to learn the same 
thing. Jesus Christ was teaching his twelve 
disciples the same thing. Not the little 
we have in our hand, but the much of God’s 
almighty power is what gets the results. 
Any little boy or girl can go out and tell 
another boy or girl about the Lord Jesus 
who died for them at Calvary. They can 
give a tract or a Testament or a Bible, and 
the person who reads it will find the way 
to the Lord. The Holy Spirit will speak 
to these people as they read, and they may 
accept the Lord as their Saviour and be 
born again. 

What have you in your hand? Are you 
letting God use it? 


Mopesto, CALIF. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of *’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: ‘‘A Staff ONLY.” 

Discussion: Discuss the relative merit 
and importance of physical and spiritual 
equipment. 


Obicctive: “Here am I; send me” (Isa, 
6:8) 











AY, fellows, one thing that startles us 

(and it must have startled the disci- 
ples!) is how the Lord limited the equip- 
ment of his disciples when he sent them 
forth upon their preaching and healing 
mission. They were going into unfriendly 
territory ; they would be scorned and scoffed 
at; perhaps doors would be shut in their 
faces. For a trip like that you and I would 
want a trailer stocked with supplies, so 
we could be independent and make our camp 
anywhere, in the city or along the roadside. 
But all that the Lord allowed them to take 
in their hands was “a staff only.” They 
were to have no scrip (no provision bag), 
no money in their purse, and they should 
“not put on two coats.” That extra coat 
would come in well if they had to sleep 
out all night because of inhospitality, — but 
even that was denied them. Surely those 
men were traveling “light”! 

And the Lord Jesus had a deep and wise 
purpose in sending them out with “a staff 
only,” He wanted them to be consciously 
dependent altogether on him every step of 
the way, and under all conditions. One 
may wonder about the staff. Why did he 
not say leave the staff at home, too? Well, 
there is something significant about the 
staff, as men used it in those days. It 
was an emblem of travel. A man with a 
staff in his hand would be going some- 
where. He would not be staying; he would 
be on a mission bent. It was the sign of 
their transient passing —not only to those 
who might observe them, but helping to 
keep them conscious of it themselves. 

There is no note of protest. These men 
went forth exactly in the manner their 
Lord prescribed, and without any visible 
means of subsistence; they just went out 
to do the thing they were told to do, and 
trusting in him who had sent them. Re- 
sult: they “preached that men should re- 
pent . . . they cast out many devils, and 
anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them” (vs. 12, 13). 

Now, fellows, the Lord Jesus is just the 
same today in regard to your service for 
him and in his name. He does not want 
you to concern yourself so much with the 
matter of equipment that you will overlook 
the fact that you are going in his power, 
and according to his instructions. Many a 
fellow has faltered and failed to answer 
the call to service because he felt he did 
not have the proper equipment. It might 
be a lack of education, a lack of money, a 
lack of friends, a painful consciousness of 
inferiority. These things are very neces- 
sary when you apply to the world for em- 
ployment. Much depends upon your train- 
ing, your natural endowments, your educa- 
tion, your experience, 

But it is not so in the service of Jesus 
Christ. A fellow’s very lack of these things 
may be to his advantage. His weakness 
and insufficiency are not liabilities, but ac- 
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tual assets — when placed before the Mas- 
ter— because they throw him upon His 
strength. Remember Paul’s “thorn in the 
flesh?’ It was a desperate weakness, and 
Paul wanted to make a good performance, 
so he besought the Lord to remove the 
thorn (whatever it was). But the Lord 
said: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness,” 
whereupon the great apostle exclaimed, 
“Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

Fellows, if you have a weakness, a minus, 
or any kind of handicap, rejoice in it, for 
you can bring that thing to Jesus Christ 
and he will transform it into an instrument 
of power for his service. 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA, 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To show the girls how they may 
give definite Christian service in their own 
localities. 


Activity.—List each main point on the 
blackboard as the lesson text is studied. 
If the girls are using their own Bibles, they 
might like to mark the reference verses 
which accompany the lesson. Divide the 
class into two or more groups for specific 
neighborhood ministry. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong” 
(z Cor. 16 : 13). 


IRLS, have you ever thought that if 

you only lived in some other town 
or under other conditions, you would do 
more for Christ? Have you ever won- 
dered whether you would have more Chris- 
tian courage if you were never laughed at 
or condemned, or if all your acquaintances 
were loyal witnesses for the Lord? To- 
day we have a story about some of the 
difficulties the disciples faced when they 
started to work for their Master, and how 
he prepared them to meet these trials. 


tT. Verse 7a.—“He called . . . the twelve.” 
Can you name the twelve disciples we 
studied several weeks ago? Find Luke 6: 
13-16 and see how they were divided into 
groups. (Pictures may be used showing 
travelers of Bible times and villages such 
as the disciples might have visited.) 

2. Verse 7b—“Gave them power.” That 
reminds us of the motto: “Without Christ 
—nothing! Through Christ—all!” As 
you have been riding along the highways 
at night have you watched the lights of 
your car shine upon a luminous warning 
sign or a reflector on a bridge post or 
tree? The reflector glows while the lights 
are upon it, but have you noticed how 
promptly the glow stops when the lights 
have passed? Reflectors are a help only 
in the brightness of an object which has 
light-producing power within. In our Chris- 
tian lives, are we merely reflectors, or do 
we have the Light-producing power of the 
Holy Spirit within? 

3. Verses 8-10.—‘Take nothing .. . save 
a staff only.” ‘When the Lord sent out 
his followers, he wanted them to take noth- 
ing that might hinder them in their jour- 
ney. Just as you could not help a lame 
girl to walk if you were hanging onto 
crutches of your own, neither could the 
disciples devote their attention to the needs 














Lesson for March 6 


of others if they were burdened with per- 
sonal possessions. What provision did the 
Lord make for the daily needs of his men? 
He knew that some of the people in the 
villages where his disciples would stop 
would welcome them into their homes. One 
of the greatest pleasures we can have is 
to visit with those who know and love the 
Lord Jesus, and it is a genuine delight to 
be able to serve Christian friends in our 
own homes. 


4. Verse 11.—What advice did Paul give 
in our Memory Verse to the Corinthians? 
(The girls may list the four points on the 
board.) In the midst of detailed instruc- 
tions, Paul stopped to give this warning 
to his friends. It is in the midst of our 
own daily lives that we need to watch, 
stand fast in the faith, “be strong.” The 
Lord Jesus warned the disciples that when 
they served him they would not always be 
well treated. People would ridicule them 
for following the Galilean teacher. Others 
would try, by argument, to make them 
waver in their faith. Still others would 
turn aside and ignore the message of the 
disciples. The Master told them that in 
spite of all this they should continue to be 
faithful in his service. To follow our 
Memory Verse we need “moment by mo- 
ment” contact with Him, resting on the 
assurance of 2 Corinthians 12: 9. 


5. Verse 12a.—‘“They went out.” These 
twelve chosen men were not only hearers 
of instructions; they were men of action 
as well (Jas. 1:22a). They did not argue 
about waiting for weather to change, for 
business to be settled, or for their courage 
or experience to increase. “They went.” 
Moses did a bit of arguing when the Lord 
called him (Exod. 4: 10-15). He pre- 
sented for his alibi, “I am slow of speech, 
and of a slow tongue.” But when the Lord 
has a work for us to do, he provides the 
means also. He gave Moses speaking abil- 
ity through his brother Aaron, and you 
remember what Moses accomplished. 


6. Verses 12b, 13.—Victory in service! 
What were the three activities of the dis- 
ciples? 1. They witnessed for their Mas- 
ter (Rom. 1:16). 2. “They cast out many 
devils.” (See Jas. 5:20.) 3. They healed 
people (Jas. 5:14). Fishermen, tax col- 
lectors, religious zealots, all very humble 
folk, went about turning the radiance of 
their transformed lives upon fellow men 
who still lived in the dark. 

Now let us review the main points of 
the lesson to discover why the disciples 
were victorious. 1. They answered the call. 
2. They were filled with the Spirit. 3. 
They surrendered every obstruction. 4. They 
kept the faith. 5. They served others in 
the name of the Lord. 

How can this class follow the lesson of 
today? What are some services we could 
perform as we go about in groups of two 
or more? “Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). 

(Such groups of girls might make -calls 
on the sick, newcomers in the community, 
and girls who do not attend church. In- 
vite neighbors to Sunday-school and church, 
pass out flowers, tracts, and Gospels. Older 
girls might help with a community canvass 
for church membership or evangelism. 
Many people, who, for some reason, do 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


not attend church are eager for such min- 
istry.) 

Next week we shall study how a boy 
shared a small lunch with a whole congre- 
gation. Learn John 14: 12. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


And what wisdom is this which is 
given unto him that even such works of 
power are wrought by his hands? ... 
And they were offended at him (Mark 
6:2, 3). 


66 | pine they were offended, eskandali- 

zonto, at him.” Paul in 1 Corinthians 
1:23, 24 seems to have this passage in 
mind, for he uses the same three words: 
“But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews an offense, skandalon . .. but unto 
them which are called . . . Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” 

The Church of San Sophia (Holy Wis- 
dom) in Constantinople was one of two 
Byzantine churches dedicated to Christ the 
Wisdom of God and Christ the Power of 
God. 

“And he ... began to send them forth 
by two and two” (apostellein), to apostle 
them on errands: of healing and preaching. 
In verse 17 Herod appears sending forth 
his apostles, aposteilas, on an errand of 
murder and suppression of truth. In 
Mark 5:42 we have the story of a 
korasion, a damsel, the little daughter of 
Jairus brought to life; in chapter 6: 28 an- 
other korasion, damsel, receives the head 
of the dead John Baptist. “And the dam- 
sel gave it to her mother.” Contrast with 
this Luke 7: 15, “And he that was dead sat 
up and began to speak. And he delivered 
him to his mother.” In both cases the word 
edoken, gave, is used. But how different 
the gift! 





[ Children at Home 


Wild Ducks 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE day was all frost and fire and the 
winter sunshine lay like gold along the 
bare limbs of the trees in the woods and 
shone through the withered, parchment 
leaves that still clung to their branches. 

With the temperature down in the teens, 
the frozen pools showed like blurred silver 
in the swamps and no bird notes sounded 
through the windless air. 

Then, as we-whirled past a little gully 
by the side of the road, we glimpsed some 
birds in the brush. The sight brought our 
car to a standstill, Even as we alighted 
we heard the minor, whistled notes of the 
Northern chickadee and saw his black cap 
and bib and white cheeks showing here and 
there among the branches of a saccafras 
tree, with flat-topped buds at the end of 
every twig. Then the little titmouse gave 
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his “chick-a-dee” call, and in a moment 
there were a tiny flock of the tame, con- 
fiding little birds feeding about us. 

From the far distance came a minor, 
double note, “peto, peto, peto.” It was the 
call of the chickadee’s cousin, the tufted 
titmouse. One of us imitated the notes 
exactly. The bird immediately answered, 
coming nearer with every call, until at last 
we saw his sleek, drab little figure in a 
tree overhead, his thick, wedge-shaped 
crest showing above eyes bright and black 
as obsidian. 

From a thicket came a sharp note as if 
some one were clicking two stones together, 
and the next minute a little flock of juncos 
flew out, their white tail-feathers showing 
like the flutter of snowy skirts. Among 
them. were a few tree sparrows, lightish 
birds with wing-bars and red-brown caps. 
Once, in a sun-warmed hollow, we heard 
them sing, a tinkling chorus like the clink- 
ing of icicles, 

A downy woodpecker moved up a dead 
tree, and then we heard from the dense 
underbrush a long, smooth, “chip-r-r-r,” the 
preliminary call of a Carolina wren, the 
largest of our five wrens, who has a broad 
white stripe above his eye. We hoped to 
hear him sing his loud, ringing song, ‘“whee- 
udle, whee-udle, whee-udle,” but the day was 
evidently too cold for any such perform- 
ance. 

The last bird of that woodland spot was 
the best bird of the day. Far up in a tulip 
poplar tree, straight as a candle, with 
golden-brown tulips showing on every 
branch like candelabra, we glimpsed some 
slow-moving, gray-brown birds who weré 
feeding on the tulip-like flower sheaths of 
the tree. Occasionally one would stop and 
sit quiet for some time, as if meditating; 
It was that mannerism which convinced us 
that the birds were purple finches. Sure 
enough when we focused our binoculars on 
them we could plainly see that one male 
was raspberry-red, brightest on head and 
rump. I was especially pleased to meet 
the little flock, since for some unknown 
reason I have not seen a purple finch for 
several years. 

Our next stopping place was the reser- 
voir of a great water company. One of 
the basins was frozen over, but another 
larger pond was free from ice, and we saw 
out in the middle a little company of Amer- 
ican mergansers. The drakes were white 
with black backs and heads, and the females 
gray with a crested, rufous-red head. Hud- 
dled and half hidden in warm spots around 
the edge of the lake were a great company 
of black ducks, the drakes really a dark, 
seal-brown in color, with a blue speculum 
[a mirror-like mark] on either wing. 
Among them was a mallard drake with 
green head and a white ring around his 
neck, 

Farther out was a scaup with his black 
head and light breast, and beyond them all 
in proud solitude swam one duck with a 
rich, velvet-red head and black neck, and 
we recognized him as a red-head drake, a 
fairly rare visitor around Haverford. 

On the way home we found in a little 
buttonball tree, the last year’s nest of a 
red-eyed vireo, made of hackled milkweed 
pods, lined with fine grass, —a trim, snug, 
beautiful little home, even when hanging 
deserted and unused in the winter solitude,/ 

HAverForD, Pa. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 13. What Christ Does for Individuals. 
Luke 19:10; Matt. 11 : 28-30; Luke 7 : 41-43. 


Sunday, March 6 
The World of Jesus’ Day Compared 
with Ours (Matt. 23:1-7, 23-26, 
37; 11:20-24) (Consecration 
meeting ) 





Mon.—In Jesus’ day—slavery (Philem. 
8-19). 

Tues.—In Jesus’ day—no hospitals (Matt. 
8 : 14-17). 

Wed.—In Jesus’ day—war a profession 
(Acts ro : 1-8). 

Thurs.—In Jesus’ day—foul morality 
(Rom, 1 : 28-32). 

Fri—In Jesus’ day —tyranny and cruelty 
(Matt. 14 : 1-12). 

Sat.—In Jesus’ day —the poor were left 
to die (Luke 16: 19-31). 











HE texts for our daily readings sug- 

gest some of the conditions in the 
world during the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus. Let us see how they compare 
with those in the world in which we live. 

Slavery was world-wide in Christ’s day. 
It was deemed inevitable that the stronger 
should dominate the weak. Yet the Lord 
Jesus did not crusade against slavery as 
a system. He touched the hearts of his 
disciples and put into them a new regard 
for their fellow men and he taught them 
new principles that. ultimately made slav- 
ery impossible among Christians. But 
while human slavery has largely disap- 
peared, men are still in bondage to evil 
habits, to sin, to fear, to civil and social 
systems, and the world needs the Lord 
Jesus just as desperately today as it did 
when he walked upon this earth. 


Sickness, disease, and suffering were 
rampant when the Lord Jesus walked this 
earth in human form. Sin, down through 
the years since God created man perfect, 
had wrought terrible havoc. Men were 


EASTER Paceants ce 
“The Lord of Life,” "*” MESS price 10¢ 
** Easter Recitations, Helps, etc.,”” price 25c. 


FREE catalog describes general and special day Choir and 
Sunday School publications, and supplies specimen pages. 


GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO. 
337-701 W. Madison St. CHICAGO, ILL. 














UNION LESSON HELPS 
on the International Uniform Lessons 


are ROOTED in the BIBLE 
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Pa) publications can used wit! 
Inspiring safety in any Sunday school. 
Practical ‘Thousands of schools are find- 
Ti ing them unusually helpful 
iume- and interesting. They may 
Tried be the answer to the Lesson 
Help problem in your school. 


2ee Write today for free specimens 
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at the mercy of countless diseases that we 
consider minor or trivial today. Many 
diseases that now yield to skillful medical 
treatment were incurable. All sorts of 
superstitious practices in our Lord’s day 
made the treatment for the disease some- 
times’ more terrible than the disease itself. 
There were no hospitals, no skilled sur- 
geons, and few physicians. Persons with 
contagious diseases were frequently aban- 
doned to die a lingering or rapid death, 
as the disease decreed. 

Today we have a very different picture 
in Christian lands. Hospitals and medical 
care are often available even to the poor- 
est. Sickness has not been eradicated, but 
its consequences have been marvelously 
ameliorated. However, the Lord Jesus 
did not crusade against unsariitary living 
conditions, nor did he found any hospitals 
or homes for the aged. He touched hu- 
man sickness and disease whenever an 
appeal was made to him. But he also 
touched human hearts, and implanted in 
them a desire to care for those who were 
sick and suffering. He put it into the 
hearts of believers to found hospitals, to 
study medicine, to fight disease, and he 
gave man a new conception of the fact 
that he is his brother’s keeper. We have 
a long way to go still in relieving suffer- 
ing, but we have also come a long way in 
Christian lands as a result of Christian 
teaching and living. 

Suffering and disease still today need 
the healing touch of the Lord Jesus. Sin 
not only brings disease of the body, but 
it produces diseased and suffering hearts. 
Countless thousands upon this old earth 
need some one to bring to their tortured 
minds and empty hearts the Good News 
of what Christ has done for them. 


- 

In Christ’s day war was a profession. 
Conquest was considered the inalienable 
right of any nation that was powerful 
enough and daring enough to -pursue it. 
Here, again, the Lord Jesus did not con- 
demn war as a system, but he taught men 
to love one another and to do unto others 
as they would be done by. His influence 
has had a profound effect upon the world, 
in spite of the wars that have been waged 
since he lived here in human form, and 
yet today it would seem that some nations 
that call themselves Christian have slip- 
ped back into the old conception that might 
means right. Boys are conscripted to swell 
the armies of dictators, and mothers are 
taught that the bearing of children for 
cannon fodder is a patriotic duty. The 
nations need the Lord Jesus today just as 
they did hundreds of years ago. 
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The world of Christ’s day was morally 
bankrupt. Corsciences were dead, and 
even’ those who moved in so-called re- 
spectable society frequently were guilty of 
the most immoral acts. Women were con- 
sidered little more than live stock or 
chattels, and children were reared in the 
most degrading environments. Heathen 
lands today give us a picture of what the 
whole world was like morally when Christ 
came. The Lord Jesus brought to man a 
new moral understanding toward health. 
Men saw in him that matchless purity 
that characterized the whole of his min- 
istry. They heard his words of life, set- 
ting forth God's perfect standard. Hearts 
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were changed by the working of the 
Spirit, and men came into a new era of 
moral discernment. and rectitude. 

Does it not seem sometimes today as 
though we were slipping back to the old 
ways? Even professing Christians tol- 
erate things that are undermining ‘our 
moral structure. Divorce, immorality on 
the motion picture screen, the glorifica- 
tion of crime, the use of intoxicants, dis- 
regard for the Sabbath, corruption in 
public office, — all these seem to be on the 
increase. The world morally needs Christ 
today. 

we 

So also with tyranny and cruelty, and 
with unconcern for the poor, — wherever 
the teachings of the Lord Jesus have been 
followed, the conditions that he found 
nineteen hundred years ago have been 
abandoned. Wherever his principles have 
been rejected or neglected, these condi- 
tions remain unchanged. 

The crux of the whole matter is that 
human nature, apart from Christ’s miracle 
working power, is ever the same. It does 
not learn from the pages of history nor 
profit by experience, It is an utter fallacy 
to believe that apart from Christ man will 
progress toward some future day of true 
brotherhood, of righteousness and moral- 
ity, of freedom from sickness and disease 
and from tyrants and oppression. Left to 
himself, man will ever sink deeper and 
deeper into the mire of his own sinfulness. 
Only the quickening power of Christ has 
kept the race from destroying itself. In 
him lies the only hope of any improvement 
in the future. What is your responsibility 
in the face of this staggering truth? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Placing the Bible in the 
Denver Public Schools 


N THE city of Denver, Colo., the 

Gideons are presenting Bibles to all the 
public schools. The committee in charge 
of the distribution is compiling quotations 
from famous men, such as Daniel Webster, 
Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Walter Scott, and 
others, showing how they valued the Bible. 
These are to be placed in the fly leaf of 
the copies given to the schools. , 

The following interesting letter accom- 
panies each copy of the Bible placed in 
the school rooms: 


Introductory note to the teacher: 
That all pupils may have the presence 
of this Bible brought to their attention 
promptly, the teacher is respectfully 
requested to read the following letter 
to her classes: 


The International Gideon organization 
through the Colorado State Camp takes 
great pleasure in presenting a copy of the 
Bible as a permanent part of the equip- 
ment of this room. 

We trust it will prove helpful in many 
ways. As a reference in connection with 
such subjects as Social Science and Eng- 
lish, it should be especially useful. Also 
for reference and personal reading by in- 
dividuals and for class reading. 

This is the standard King James Version, 
with extensive cross references and fre- 
quent alternative renderings. 

A check-up of mankind’s experience back 
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through the ages shows that those who have 
had free access to the Bible stand out as 
the most enterprising, enlightened, and lib- 
erty-loving of all peoples. The character- 
building influence of the Bible is one of the 
most striking phenomena of human history, 
always closely related to the prevalence of 
schools, hospitals, the respect for woman- 
hood, and other. progressive phases of civ- 
ilization. 

The Gideons are Christian business men 
who have placed over a million and a half 
Bibles in hotel rooms and in institutions 
in America and around the world. 

The Denver schools are among the first 
in the United States to be equipped with 
Gideon Bibles. It is earnestly hoped that 
they will prove of lasting benefit, — intel- 
lectually, spiritually, and materially — by 
aiding in building integrity of character, 
upon which depends the preservation of 
American liberties and institutions. 








The Victorious Life 




















The Spring Conference 





AVE you real peace? Do you wish to 

know more of God’s offer of a life of 
victory over sin and power in service? 
Many Christian people have found the way 
to peace and victory through attending one 
of the conferences held every other week 
in the summer at Keswick Grove, N. J., 
and at Keswick and other places at inter- 
vals during the winter under the auspices 
of the Victorious Life Testimony. 

The annual Spring Conference will be 
held from Thursday to Saturday, March 10, 
11, and 12, in the Arch Street Methodist 
Church, Broad and Arch Streets, Phila- 


delphia. The program is as follows: 
Tuurspay, Marcu 10 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers. 


_ Young People’s Testimonies 
M.—Victorious Life Hour. 


Bishop William Culbertson 
Fripay, Marcu 11 


8.00 P. 


1.30 P: M.—Prayer Hour..Addison C. Raws 
2.45 P. M.—Victorious Life Hour. 
Bishop William Culbertson 
4.00 P, M.—Missionary Hour. 
William H. Chisholm,- M.D. 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers. 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Bible Hour. 
T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Saturpay, Marcu 12 
1.30 P. M.—Prayer Hour... Addison C. Raws 
2.45 P. M.—Bible Hour. 
T. Roland. Philips, D.D. 
4.00 P. M.—Missionary Hour. 
William H. Chisholm, M.D. 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers: 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Closing Message. 


Bishop William Culbertson 
bd 


Do You Know the Addresses 


of These Missionaries? 


HE Sunpay ScHoor Times has received 

contributions to the work of two mis- 
sionaries whose addresses are not known by 
the. donors. These missionaries are Mr. 
Walter Craighead; and the Rev. C. Mar- 
tens, a Mennonite, and author of a book 
entitled “Under the Cross.” 

The Times has made a thorough search 
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for these addresses through all the usual 
sources, but without success, and will be 
grateful for any information its readers 
can give as to the present address of either 
or both of the missionaries. 


we 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Dr. E. J. Pace 


NE does not need to study very many 
of Dr. E. J. Pace’s very popular les- 

son cartoons in THE SuNnpAy SCHOOL 
TIMEs to realize that he is much more than 
an artist. He is a keen student of the 
Word of God and of human nature, and 
many of his clever drawings show the re- 
sults of his long experience and wide travel 
in Christian work., Readers of the Times 
will doubtless be glad of the opportunity to 
hear Dr. Pace’s Bible and evangelistic mes- 
sages and to meet him personally. His en- 
gagements for the coming months are as 
follows: 

March 13-20.—First Baptist Church, Gaines- 
ville, Ga. 

March 21.—Athens, Ga. 

March 22.—Raleigh, N. C. 

March 24.—Bergen Co. (N. J.) Young Peo- 
ple’s Rally. 

March 27 to April 3.—Ruggles St. 
Church, Boston, Mass. . 

April 17-21.—Providence Bible Institute, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

April 22.—Sailing for British Isles. 


May 1 to June 3.—St. George’s Cross Taber- 
nacle, Glasgow. 


Baptist 


June 4 to July 3.—Evangelistic 


Meetings, 
Dundee, Scotland. 


August 21-28.—Portrush Convention, North 
Ireland. 

September 1-6.—Faith Mission Convention, 
Larne. (Address in British Isles, 48 Upper 
Queen St., Belfast, North Ireland.) 
September 18-23. — Scripture Testimony 


League, Montreal, Can. 

September 25 to Octcber 2.—Calvary Baptist 
Church, Binghamton, N. Y. 

October 4-9.—Delaware Ave. Baptist Church, 
Erie, Pa. 

October 18-23.—First 
Riedsville, N. C. 


Presbyterian Church, 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 28 to March 6 
Mon.—Mark 6: 1-6. Serving with Power. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mighty works.” 


Christ was God manifest in the flesh and 
thus he lived, spoke, and wrought. “The 
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works” (John 14:10). His wonderful 
words and mighty works establish the fact 
of his equality with God. Like Philip, we 
also “believe . . . for the very works’ sake.” 
Pray for St. Giles Christian Mission, 15 
Grays’ Inn Rd., London, W. C. 1. 
Tues.—Mark 6: 7-13. Serving without Money. 
Prayer Succestions: “No money in 
their purse.” Monetary supplies may be 
reduced; but the Supplier is all-sufficient. 
Things esteemed essential to Christian suc- 
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A Quarterly on Purpose 


S. S. Teachers will be happy to find a quarterly which 
has blank pages of bond paper interleaved with the les- 
sons so that the cream-and-butter thoughts from coilat- 
eral study mey be noted and kept. The helps, them- 
selves, are whole milk and meat prepared in an appetizing 
way and seasoned fundamentally. 


Send 15c for a current copy or 50c for a year. 
Union Bible Seminary Dept. 75 Westfield, Id. 





We kindly solicit your co-operation in evan- 
gelizing 80 000 JEWS in Western 
Canada. Your prayerful and financial help 


is urgently needed. (Est. 26 years). Please 
communicate with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, West- 
ern Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 
St., Winnipeg, Canada. (Genesis 12:3) 
(Hosea 4:9) 














TRADITION 


AND 


CHANGE 


UPON THESE TWO ELEMENTS 


Juniata COLLEGE is building 
its educational life. As they 
are woven together in one 
strong fabric, Juniata makes its 
appeal to Christian , students 
everywhere. 


Through more than: sixty years : 
Juniata has grown in a tradition 
of Christian faith. Today, despite 
the cross-currents of life, she still 
holds to an unchanged belief in 
the Word of God and Christ the 
Saviour. 


But that she may keep abreast 
of advancing educational policies, 
Juniata has recently revised its 
curriculum. The program of the 
freshman’ year, for instance, has 
been made uniform. It provides 
an introduction to all fields of 
knowledge, a course in the Bible. 
being a required part of the pro- 
gram. After the first year students 
may concentrate in one of three 
divisions of study, looking forward 
to a specific vocation. Juniata 
is admirably equipped to meet 
the undergraduate needs of stu- 
dents interested in a variety of 
careers. 


You may learn about the new 
program in detail by writing for 
either a copy of the bulletin, “A 
Doorway to Achievement,” or a 
copy of the new annual catalog. 








Address Dr. CHARLES C. ELLIS, President 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 
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Wanted! 








EXPERIENCED 


—=MAN=— 


To manage the Dining Hall of 
a Christian school serving eight 
_hundred students. State age, 
technical training, experience, 
and salary required. Must be a 
Christian,clearon fundamentals, 
with testimony for Christ. This 
is a good immediate opening 
for the right man. 
ADDRESS 


“Dining Hall” —The Sunday School Times }} 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila., Pa. 




















9000 wonkers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
ture calendars, beautiful new MRYSTAL F re 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission, Send for free 
catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6-M Monon Bldg. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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cess are not altogether requisite. The “Re- 
vival at the Temple Gate,” inaugurated 
through Peter, found the apostle without 
silver and gold. Poor ministers and 
churches often are the best supporters of 
the cause of God. Grace often keeps com- 
pany with shortage of funds. Painful as 
the experience is, it is spiritually beneficial. 
Pray for the Bible Churchmen’s Mission- 
ary Society, 14 Victoria Street, London. 
Wed.—John 6: 5-14. “There Is a Lad Here.” 
Prayer Succestions: “A lad.” In the 
Christian scheme, God has important places 
for “little people.” Richard Knill, veteran 
missionary, mightily influenced Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon. When a lad of nine 
he got the full effect of Knill’s famous ser- 
mon on, “There is a lad here.” That little 
lad became “The Prince of Preachers.” 
Under your care, and prayers, some little 
lad may become God’s man _ tomorrow. 
Pray for the Caravan Mission to Children, 
5 Wigmore Street, London, W., 1. 
Thurs.—Exodus 4 : 1-5. 
“What Is That in Thine Hand?” 
Prayer SuGcestions: “The rod of God 
in his hand” (4:20). God takes us as he 
finds us. He uses what we have in hand. 
When bodies and talents are consecrated, 
our “rod” becomes “the rod of God.” 
Mighty works wait upon soul-dedication, 
and the fullness of the Spirit. Don’t try 
to use God; let God use you. Pray for 
West London Mission, Kingsway Hall, 
London, W. C. 2. 
Fri.—Matthew 25 : 14-30. 
Serving with Our Talents. 
Prayer SuGcEsTions: “Faithful servant.” 
Heart attitudes are evidenced in our use, or 
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misuse, of talents. Works are crystallized 
thoughts. Professions are laid bare in 
habitual practices. Knowledge of God’s will 
is good; but obedience to it is better. Bible 
knowledge for discourse is common; but 
knowledge for spiritual recourse is rare. 
Pray for the Oarsman Christian .Mission, 
242 Hoxton Street, London, N. 1. 


Sat.—1 Kings 3: 5-14. 
A Humble Servant Rewarded. 
PrayYeER SvuGGestTions: “The speech 
pleased the Lord.” God weighs words and 
works. Saints and sinners must give ac- 
count of both. Prayer to God is pleasing 
speech. His ears are open to prayers. 
Solomon’s speech brought grace into his 
own speech and gave pleasure to God. 
“Speak oft with thy Lord.” Pray for 
Church Mission to Jews, 16 Lincoln Inn 
Fields, London, W. C. 2. 


Sun.—Romans 12 : 3-8. Acceptable Service. 
Prayer Succestions: “Gifts differing.” 
Our God-given differing gifts become use- 
ful only as Christ possesses us. ‘Thomas 
E. Stephens, late founder of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, used to ask those 
desiring a place on his prayer list‘ this 
question ; 
lives insure acceptable spiritual service. 
Pray for the Homes for Motherless Chil- 
dren, 25 Warwick Road, London, W. 5. 


The Sanday School Gines 
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As you face life’s sunset... 






@ Let us tell you how you may have... 
Security in Old Age ... Freedom from 
Worry ...a Steady Income ... Permanent 
Satisfaction . . . through the annuity plan 
of the American Bible Society. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s 
checks have always been sent when due 
- . - helping to bring security in spite of 
disturbing and perplexing world conditions. 


1YOU FACE OLD AGE 


WITHOUT FEAR 
WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 
BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


A check every six months! 
mean much to you! 


In addition there is the fine satisfac- 
tion of sharing in the work of making 
the Bible more widely available 
throughout the world. 


The booklet “A Gift That Lives” explains 


the plan and tells you how you may 
help both yourself and a worthy cause. 


That would 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS - 21 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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Address _ 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 


, Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 


*Yielded and possessed?” Yielded 
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vance, in the United States and Pos- os> O° 
sessions. These rates include postage. @ - 22 
75 cents—One or more copies to_in- —_ . 
oe omw 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 2a ™ 
year. ava 
52 cents—Five or more copies, ina Ss» 
package to only one address, 52 cénts pts 
each, per year. ee 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. - 


OosreL 
Bard IVNOTL 














